Golden Nugget
A NEWSLETTER FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY AND FRIENDS

A Word from
the Pastor

February 2019

“So Solomon built the temple and completed it. He lined its interior walls with
cedar boards, paneling them from the
floor of the temple to the ceiling, and
covered the floor of the temple with
planks of pine…He overlaid the inside
with pure gold, and he also overlaid the
altar of cedar….So he overlaid the whole
interior with gold.” 1 Kings 6:15, 20, 22

take a look at them after worship and
choose which sample they preferred.
Not many stayed to look at the samples.
But of those who did, nearly all preferred a sample that is predominantly
tan and brown, with flecks of the same
colors as are in our stained glass and
new pew cushions.

The new carpet will have a slight pattern in it, which gives it a Victorian flavor without actually being Victorian. If
When I first saw our sanctuary ten years purpose of improving the worship space you’ve seen the carpets in the City Hoago, my breath was taken away by the
in some way: making it more beautiful, tel, you know that authentic Victorian
beauty of the stained glass windows. I
more comfortable, or both. For examcarpets had big, bold patterns. But big,
also noticed that the main stained glass ple, remember the old red pew cushbold patterns would be a bit much for
at the front of the church was covered
ions that were replaced last year? We
our sanctuary; they would distract us
by a screen, upon which handmade
loved them; they had been made by our from the beautiful windows. So our new
slides were projected with a carousel
own members and we were used to
carpet has a suggestion of repeated
projector.
them. But over time the foam broke
ovals, and looks quietly old-fashioned –
down, and we needed more support for as is appropriate for a historic sanctuThere have been changes over the
our backs and backsides. The fabric had ary. The tan and brown will match the
years since the sanctuary was rebuilt
started wearing out. The new pew cush- wood of the floors and the pews. And
after the 1950 fire. The carpet color has ions are much more comfortable and
the other colors will complement all the
changed three times; the pew cushions easier to keep clean- and they are very
colors of the windows. I can hardly
have changed; the plain glass was renice looking besides.
wait!
placed with stained glass; slide projection was added so that words could be
Another change in the sanctuary is com- Continued on Page 4
more easily seen; and recently, the pro- ing soon. This one will affect the floors. See “Word from the Pastor”
jection technology was replaced with
No, we won’t be plating the wooden
computer technology. The screen is no
planks with gold, as Solomon did. (Can
longer used; we can enjoy the beauty of you imagine the repair bills for a goldthe stained glass cross, and also see
plated floor?!) But at the end of the
Send your articles and Family News
both words and pictures on giant flatmonth, we will be replacing the red caritems for the March 2019 issue of
screen TVs.
pet in the main sanctuary, balcony, and
the Golden Nugget by February 25th to
related staircases. This past fall, Leslie
Leslie Davis at davisgold@gmail.com
When we have changed something in
Davis brought in some carpet samples
or call her at 532-6604.
the sanctuary, it’s always been with the for several weeks, and asked folks to
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January Session Highlights
Highlights of the January 22nd Session
meeting include:

 The Mission committee received

thank-you notes from Sacramento
Presbytery for our gifts to the Fire
Victims and from Columbia Union
School District for our donation.

 The Annual Report of the Member-

ship was given to be included in the
2018 Annual Report.
 There was a policy clarification that

all non-profit groups wishing to use
our facilities will be considered
equally as to fees and rules.

 The board met for 45 minutes in

Closed Session.
 A new committee is being formed.

The Legacy Committee is asking for
those interested to contact Leslie or
Gary Davis.

 Building and Grounds Committee

will be purchasing and installing
new tile in the Faith Hall kitchen
pantry. Also, two new parking
spaces will be added to the west
end of the paved lot nearest the
sanctuary, with parking curbs and
No Parking signs where appropriate.
 Fellowship Committee asks for more

committees to sponsor refreshments after worship. Plans are beginning for the third Hootenanny, a
community outreach event, sometime before July. A free-will offering
will be taken to cover expenses.

The next Session meeting will be on
Wednesday, February 27, 2019 at
2:00 pm, and members are welcome
to attend. Check with the Office first
for the correct start time and location.
Diane Brandt
Clerk of Session

Carolyn Sylva, Accompanist
Steve Ames, Sexton

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
CHURCH FINANCIAL SUMMARY
January 1 through December 31, 2018
(exclusive of other income/expenses)

We are the Church of the 49ers
where God is the gold. We serve
and worship God in spirit and in the
truth of the scriptures. We live by
faith and will be known by our love
for others and our voice of hope.

*Numbers exclusive of one-time donation
of $15,300 to be used to reduce
the mortgage balance

Line Dancing

Budget

Actual*

Difference*
Over/(Under)

Income

$238,250

$235,321

($2,929)

Expense

$244,845

$233,062

($11,783)

*Net Ordinary Income as of December 31: $2,259.00

Carolyn Sylva teaches a FREE Line Dancing Class once
per week in Faith Hall - from 9:30 to 10:30 am every
Wednesday. If you’re looking for a fun way to
exercise, come on down to Faith Hall and join us.
And bring your friends too!

Mortgage Balance as of December 31: $87,063.73
(includes forgiven loan in the amount of $18,487.80)
December 2018 Mortgage Principal Payment: $1,229.91
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February
Birthdays

Presbyterian Women
Presbyterian Women (PW) will meet for
their monthly General Meeting & Potluck
on Thursday, February 7th, at 11:00 a.m.
in Faith Hall, and all women are invited.
Bring your craft supplies, as we will have fun
together crafting homemade valentines.

Looking to Acquire Stuff?
Tuolumne County is having another
one of their Public Surplus Sales.
Lots of office furniture, computers,
file cabinets, chairs, ink/toner cartridges, small tools, shop supplies,
building supplies, etc. No vehicles
for sale this time.
Go to the old Tuolumne General
Hospital at 101 Hospital Road (now

the Behavioral Health Building near
the Sonora Post Office) between 8:00
and 11:30 am on Friday, February 8.
Bring cash or your checkbook and be
prepared to carry off your purchases
that morning.
If questions, you can contact Julie
Ritzman at the County offices at
533-5553.

Happy birthday to you,
Happy birthday to you.
May the Lord bless you
And keep you,
Your whole life through.
Feb 4
Feb 8
Feb 8
Feb 10
Feb 11
Feb 11
Feb 11
Feb 13
Feb 14
Feb 15
Feb 24
Feb 26
Feb 26

Lois Brown
Dick Dyer
Rosie McCarthy
Lesley Thompson
Elvy Peterson
Louise Lertora
Marge Rickman
Ken Minett
Bobbie Bryson
Michele Walls
Joseph Bickell Jr
Barbara Broad
Taylor Annett

Happy Anniversary!
Ken Minett and Louise Lertora
5 years on February 14
Dick and Pirkko Dyer
62 years on February 15
Jim and Barbara Lashbrook
25 years on February 26

Looking to Get Rid of Stuff?
We try to hold a “Yard Sale of Biblical
Proportions” in Faith Hall every three
years as a fundraiser for the church.
The last one brought in $5,600 in
June 2016, so we’re hoping to hold
another one (same name) sometime
this summer. Start saving up your
stuff! No large furniture or clothes,
though. Sorry, you can’t bring your
stuff to the church much before the
sale.

Parish
Nursing

Diane and Margie setting up in 2016

Valerie McCale, Parish Nurse, will
provide free Blood Pressure Checks
on Sunday, February 10, following
worship, right inside the door in
Faith Hall.
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Word From the Pastor
Continued from Page 1
Solomon overlaid not just the floor,
but also the walls and all the furnishings with gold. He wanted to offer
the very best that he could to the
God who had granted his request for
wisdom. We are only going to replace one carpet with another, using
some of the capital funds designated
for sanctuary upgrades, and some
private donations, to pay for it. But
our motive is the same as Solomon’s.
We want to offer the best we can to

God, beautifying and preserving the
holy space that our predecessors
have given us.
I hope you will all come and see what
the new carpet looks like once it’s
installed at the end of February. And
do take a moment to thank Leslie,
who has shepherded this project for
several years. I am excited about this
sanctuary upgrade, and I hope you
will be as well.
May the peace of Christ be with you,
Pastor Janet

Upcoming Sermons
February 3
Communion
1 Kings 17:7-9, 17-24;
Luke 4:31-44
“Bona Fides”
Pastor Janet preaching

February 10
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21;
Luke 5:1-16
“Fishing Lessons”
Pastor Janet preaching

February 17
Isaiah 43:25-44:5;Luke 5:17-32
“Eating with Them”
Pastor Janet preaching

Inquirers’ Class
Perhaps you’ve been attending the Church of the 49ers for
awhile, and you’d like to know more about it. Maybe you’d
like to know more about what our variety of Presbyterians
teach, and what ministries we do at this church. Maybe you
wonder why there’s usually a prayer of confession in worship. Or maybe you have other church-related questions. If
that’s you, then the Inquirers’ Class is the place for you! The Welcome &
Evangelism Committee and Pastor Janet will hold the class on Sunday, February 17, from 11:30-2:00. Lunch is included, so please RSVP with Pastor Janet
so we’ll have enough for everyone. Hope to see you there!

From the Desk of
Assistant Pastor Lee Warford
Been think’n about being happy! Seems
to be the primary motivation of every
individual life. Please, somebody help
me with this thought if you disagree.
That one addicted to drugs/narcotics “I
get high to be happy,” the Alcoholic
“I’m happy only when I’m drunk.” The
Gambler, “I get together with my
friends to gamble, only then am I really
happy. The Athlete, “I’m happy only
when I’m pumping iron.” The Optimist,
“I’m young, handsome/pretty, smart
and personable TOMORROW I WILL BE
HAPPY. Pessimist “I’m happy, just leave
me alone.” ...I bought a brand new
Lamborghini, man am I happy.”(really?)

How about, “I work tirelessly for the
Church and attend services every Sunday to be happy!?! My point is obvious
and the list goes on and on...
In my continual frantic search for happiness I sometimes wonder if perhaps I
have run by it. Maybe it was there all
the time, disguised by a lifestyle. At
what point in my life should I have
stopped running and taken the time to
analyze the moment?
ANALYZING WHO HE IS, WHY HE CAME,
AND WHAT HE DID
If I am going to be “happy” and enjoy

February 24
Deuteronomy 7:7-11;
Luke 6:12-36
“Generosity and Beyond”
Pastor Janet preaching
Listen to scripture readings
and sermons on our website
at churchofthe49ers.com, and you
will find previous issues
of the Golden Nugget too.

what appears to be the major goal of
the majority of lives, I must fully know,
understand and apply to my life the
acts and purposes of the Christ of the
Cross. To enjoy HIM and his present
position at the ….”right hand of the
Father” I must not “run” by the cross,
rather, take my time to linger there and
acknowledge why I am there. That is
vital if I am going to be happy in my
knowledge, understanding and application to my life of the Resurrection and
Ascension of (the source of happiness),
the Savior. Psalm 45:7 - I Peter 1:8,9
Pastor Lee
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Sonora High School is presenting
“Legally Blonde, the Musical Jr.” on
Saturday, February 9, at 2:00 p.m. in
their auditorium. Tickets are $8 for seniors and students. Yay! I understand
this production has the same story as
the movie “Legally Blonde,” but now it
is a musical with lots of dancing.

Fellowship Committee
The Fellowship Committee’s mission
is to organize social events that offer
church members and friends the opportunity for Christian fellowship, to
be come better acquainted with each
other. One fun activity we’ve enjoyed is
to see live theatre together, and at a
recent Fellowship meeting it was suggested that we organize a theatre outing to see a production at one of the
high schools.

If you would like to join us for this inexpensive event and an opportunity to
support our young people, contact
Leslie at davisgold@gmail.com or
532-6604. We’ll carpool.

Fellowship Refreshments: Additional
committee members are most welcome, especially to make certain there
are fellowship refreshments each Sunday, and Faith Hall is cleaned up afterward.
Leslie Davis, Fellowship Chair

Men’s Breakfast
Fellowship
All men are invited to meet
Saturday, February 9, at 8:00 a.m. at
Brooks Ranch Restaurant on Mono
Way in Sonora. Contact
Pastor Lee Warford at
925-470-9953 for more information.

49er Legacy Committee
This is the first of a series of articles provided by the newly
formed 49er Legacy Committee on the subject of planned,
or legacy giving − designed to encourage members and
friends of the Church of the 49ers to think about leaving a
portion of their estate to the church as a legacy.
How often do we really appreciate God’s overwhelming
generosity to every one of us? God gave us all that we have
and all that we are; our wealth and possessions, our family
and friends, our health, the earth we live on, the air we
breathe; even his Son Jesus.

−

As Christians, we are called to give back, and many do just
that with their tithes and offerings to the church through
the years. Creating an estate plan which includes naming
the church as a beneficiary is good stewardship also - it is
one of the most valuable and lasting ways you can continue
to support the mission and ministry in our community.
Next month we’ll try to explain some of the various ways
you can make provisions for your loved ones, and also
leave a gift to the church. For instance, one of the simplest
is to use the beneficiary designation on savings and retirement accounts, and life insurance policies. And, of course,
it’s important to have a current Last Will & Testament. Did
you know that approximately 60% of all American adults do
not have a will? All of the research we’ve read has included
disclaimers about “consulting an attorney” regarding a will,
but we understand it is possible to write your own will,
called a “holographic will.” Instructions to be included in
the next article.

John Pavlovitz, pastor and author. Found in the
February 2018 issue of Guideposts.

Annual Congregational
Meeting Feb. 3
How did we do last year? What is the church planning to
do this year? What’s our budget going to be? The Annual
Report for 2018 will be distributed at the annual Congregational Meeting on February 3rd immediately following
worship. Please plan to attend. All members are strongly
encouraged to be informed and to participate in the vote
on the pastor’s terms of call. After the meeting all are
invited to Faith Hall for fellowship refreshments.
There will still be plenty of time to watch the Super Bowl
afterwards!
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News from Allen Graham, Missionary
Hello dear Church of the 49ers family, greetings from a rainy
southern Spain. Thanks for this opportunity to share some
ministry news with you.
I have talked about the Ephraim Project before here in the
Nugget. It is our Social Media outreach into one of the creative-access countries in our region. Here is a story about one
of the participants, Hank.*
He started out as a troublemaker. When
he participated with the online English
learning group, Hank would disrupt conversations, post rude photos, and even
called another member “boring.” He constantly asked questions that were irrelevant to the topic of the conversation. He
became so disruptive that the group administrators had to contact him privately
and ask him to change his behavior more
than a few times, and seriously considered banning him from the group.
Perhaps it was this initial individual contact and Hank’s hunger for the truth that
allowed the conversations to grow
deeper. Hank’s interest in the spiritual
realm was full of confusion. Learning
about the Third Eye, Buddhism, and other
mystic philosophies were his way of satisfying that hunger.
Those questions opened the door for talking about Jesus.
Hank had heard of Jesus before, but thought he was just a
man like Buddha. In fact, he said that he followed both Jesus
and Buddha. When we clarified that a true follower of Jesus

Interfaith News
One of the biggest needs this month at
Interfaith Community Social Services is
in the Household Department. In
checking with one of the workers they
are in dire need of more toiletries
(toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo,
conditioner, mouthwash, etc.) If you go
to the dollar stores you can purchase
all of these items for donation to Interfaith for our clients. They don't have to
be any certain size.

could not be a follower of Buddha also, he was willing to look
at some Bible verses with us.
Knowing the danger that the decision meant in his country,
Hank pondered an invitation to accept Christ. About an hour
after that discussion, he contacted two of the English group
administrators to tell them he did make the decision to follow
Christ!
In the following weeks, Hank has been
discipled by our team members. During
one session, when the discussion was
about the fruit of the Spirit listed in Galatians 5, Hank was asked if he saw any
evidence of the “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control” in his own
life. He said that not only did he notice it,
but others around him noticed it as well.
Our team members certainly noticed the
major change in Hank’s attitude and behavior when interacting in our online
group!
Please pray for Hank and his journey as
he follows Christ in the creative access
country where he lives. Pray also for continued impact on lives through the online
English learning group. Thank you for
being a part of my ministry with Reach Beyond through your
prayers and gifts.
Allen
* Pseudonym to protect his identity.

Keep in mind also, the bad weather is
coming still and we can use warm
clothing and bedding.
And we are still looking for people who
would be willing to cut hair once or
twice a month, or whatever time they
can give. If you know of anyone who
might be willing to help in this area,
please have them contact Cathy Peacock at 532-0905 or me at 532-4358.
We can advise just what is needed.

On behalf of Interfaith, I would like to
say thank you to those who donated
the canned items mentioned in last
month’s newsletter.
As always, if you have any questions
about Interfaith or would like to help in
some way, please give me a call. I am
available on Sundays to collect items if
you feel it would be easier than going
to Interfaith with your donations.
Vi Morgado
Interfaith Liaison
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Mission Committee
Because of God's grace and the generosity of our congregation and visitors,
we were able to send a total of $12,
557.87 to the Sacramento Presbytery.
This money will be directed to Bidwell
Presbyterian Church in Chico and Trinity Presbyterian in Oroville to help with
relief efforts after the Camp Fire. We
have also been in touch with the Presbytery in order to understand how we
can continue to help. As a committee,
we established our priorities for giving
in 2019. The list includes Allen Graham, Community Dinners, Spiritual
Roads, Habitat for Humanity, Columbia
Elementary, Nancy’s Hope, veterans,
and disaster relief. Thank you to everyone who continues to donate to our
mission outreach. We are always welcome to suggestions for other worthwhile causes. Our next meeting will be
February 19 at 2 pm in the Lower
Sanctuary.
Judy and Roger Haughton,
Mission Committee
Co-Chairs

Thank You Letter from the Presbytery of Sacramento
re: Camp Fire Donations
Dear Janet,
I’m writing to acknowledge and give
thanks for the additional generous contribution of $2,628 to our Camp Fire
Relief Fund from our sisters and brothers at First Presbyterian. To date, we’ve
received over $200,000 from individuals, churches, and presbyteries from
across the country, helping us to provide healing and hope to individuals
and families in the Paradise area in
their hour of greatest need.
We will distribute all donations
through the staffs of Bidwell Memorial
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Thank you Note from Allen Graham
Dear Church of the 49ers Family,
Thank you so much for your gift during my visit in October. I am blessed to walk this missionary journey with you.
I was excited to hear about the different outreaches locally
and internationally. God is using the Church of the 49ers
family to bring many people to His Son!

Presbyterian in Chico and Trinity
Presbyterian in Oroville and through
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance as together they provide front line financial
support and pastoral care to so many
who are trying to put their lives back
together after losing their homes and
possessions.
We also are deeply grateful for your
prayers. First Presbyterian is a gracious
incarnation of the hope we all celebrate as we begin a new year.
In Christ,
Jim Kitchens, Interim Exec. Presbyter

The Sierra Foothill Residential Care Home
(SFRC) needs new windows! Come to an
All You Can Eat Spaghetti Night on Friday,
February 22, in Faith Hall at the Church
of the 49ers. Pasta, salad, bread,
beverage served 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Tickets: $12 adults, $8 children 5-12, free
for children 4 and under. Tickets may be
purchased by calling 533-3708,
or available at the door.

Allen Graham

An Image From the Past
This is a picture taken in Columbia State Historic Park in 1956. June
Berg worked for the state park for 30 years as their secretary (and
only female employee), where she handled all of the park’s correspondence, all receipts from the concessionaires, kept the roster of
volunteer firefighters, and was the dispatcher. June was a dedicated
member of the Church of the 49ers, where she served as treasurer
for some years, and was a deacon and a beloved member of PW’s
Naomi Circle. Sadly for us, June was called home to Jesus in 2015.
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Sunday meetings begin 30 minutes after worship ends
RR = Ramont Room FH = Faith Hall CE1 = Christian Ed Bldg
SNR = Sadie Nicholls Room LS = Lower Sanctuary (basement)

February Calendar
1 Choir Rehearsal 10:30 am in SNR
3 Worship 10 am, Communion, 49er Choir sings; Annual
Congregational Meeting immediately following worship

15 Choir Rehearsal 10:30 am in SNR
17 Worship 10 am, 49er Choir sings; “Just Dance” 1-4 pm in FH;
Inquirers’ Class 11:30 am in RR

4 History Committee 9:30 am in RR; Bible Study 5 pm in RR;
Community Dinner 6 pm in FH; Spiritual Roads 7 pm in LS

18 Bible Study 5 pm in RR; Community Dinner 6 pm in FH;
Spiritual Roads 7 pm in LS

5 Women’s Bible Study 2 pm in RR
6 Line Dancing 9:30 am in FH; Men’s Bible Study 10 am at
Sonora Hills clubhouse

19 Finance Committee 1 pm in Office; Mission Committee 2 pm
in LS; Women’s Bible Study 2 pm in RR

7 PW General Meeting & Potluck 11 am in FH
8 Choir Rehearsal 10:30 am in SNR
9 Men’s Breakfast Fellowship 8 am at Brooks Ranch Restaurant
10 Worship 10 am, Deacons meeting 11:30 in RR
11 Buildings & Grounds 10 am in RR; Bible Study 5 pm in RR;
Community Dinner 6 pm in FH; Spiritual Roads 7 pm in LS

20 Line Dancing 9:30 am in FH; Men’s Bible Study 10 am at
Sonora Hills clubhouse
22 Choir Rehearsal 10:30 am in SNR; SFRC Spaghetti Feed 4-7 pm
in FH
24 Worship 10 am, Country music
25 Bible Study 5 pm in RR; Community Dinner 6 pm in FH;
Spiritual Roads 7 pm in LS

12 Women’s Bible Study 2 pm in RR; Welcome & Evangelism
2 pm in LS
13 Line Dancing 9:30 am in SNR; Men’s Bible Study 10 am at
Sonora Hills clubhouse

26 Women’s Bible Study 2 pm in RR
27 Line Dancing 9:30 am in FH, Men’s Bible Study 10 am at
Sonora Hills clubhouse; Session 2 pm in RR

14 VALENTINE’S DAY

28 PW Coordinating Team 10 am in RR

Sundays 10 am  Worship Service in Sanctuary, followed by Fellowship

Mondays
6 pm — Community Dinner served in Faith Hall. All welcome.
Tuesdays
8:30 am — Intercessory Prayer in Pastor Janet’s Office

Time in Faith Hall. Children’s Sunday School – Children are dismissed to
Sunday School after the Children’s Moment in worship (2nd, 3rd, 4th
Sundays). Nursery is available every Sunday.

First Presbyterian Church
“Church of the 49ers”
11155 Jackson Street
Columbia, CA 95310

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
Address Service Requested

Cost-cutting Measure: For those of you who receive this
newsletter through the US mail, please consider a donation
of $15 per year to cover printing and postage costs. Thanks!

