
Word from  
the Pastor 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his love endures forever.”  
1 Chronicles 16:34 NIV 
 

“Jesus called them together and said, 
‘You know that the rulers of the Gen-
tiles lord it over them, and their high 
officials exercise authority over them. 
Not so with you. Instead, whoever 
wants to become great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever 
wants to be first must be your slave—
just as the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many.’”  
Matthew 20:25-28 NIV 
 

“Above all, love each other deeply, be-
cause love covers over a multitude of 
sins. Offer hospitality to one another 
without grumbling. Each of you should 
use whatever gift you have received to 
serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms.”   
1 Peter 4:8-10 NIV 
 

 
Well, we have reached the month of 
November; Halloween has come and 
gone and Christmas is right around the 
corner. November is the month that 
people all over our country give thanks 
for all of the good things that we have 
in our lives; where we Christians thank 
God for all of the blessings that He has 
bestowed on us. As we start to put up  

 
our Christmas decorations and make  
plans to prepare and eat the biggest 
meal of the year, we also take time to 
remember and reflect upon the things 
for which we are thankful. And, as I 
reflected on this month and the things 
for which I am thankful, I was reminded 
that it is not enough for us to stop at 
simply thankfulness; we must let that 
thankfulness overflow into serving oth-
ers and using the gifts that God has 
blessed us with to serve Him and be a 
blessing to others. 
 

In the above passage above from 1 
Chronicles, David, when instructing the 
Levites how to praise the Lord before 
the Ark of the Covenant, says that we 
are to give thanks to the Lord for He is 
good; His love endures forever. This is 
the most important thing that we can 
remember during this Thanksgiving 
season. While we are giving thanks for 
all of the good things in our lives, we 
need to always keep exactly WHO we 
are thanking in the forefront of 
our minds. We are not thanking 
other people, we are not thank-
ing the “universe;” no, we are 
thanking the God who created 
the universe for all the ways 
that He blesses us and looks 
after us, and for the fact that His 
love for us endures eternally. All 
that we have, and all that we 
are, are gifts from God and He 

deserves our praise and thanksgiving 
for that all year ‘round, but especially 
during the season devoted specifically 
for being thankful. 
 

However, when we think about being 
thankful, it behooves us to also consid-
er the passage above from Matthew. In 
this passage, Jesus informs the disciples 
that whoever wants to be first, whoev-
er wants to be great, must be a servant 
just as He came not to be served, but to 
serve. During the Thanksgiving holiday, 
and really during the Christmas season 
at large, people tend to focus more on 
serving others; whether they volunteer 
at a homeless shelter or food bank to 
help serve Thanksgiving dinner to those 
in need or they spend all day in a hot 
kitchen to cook a big meal for their en-
tire family, most people make an effort 
to serve others during the holidays. 
 
Continued on Page 4 
See “Pastor” 
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A NEWSLETTER FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY AND FRIENDS  

November 2022    

Daylight Saving Time ends 

November 6 at 2 a.m. 

 

Golden Nugget 



Session Highlights  
 

Highlights of the November 2nd Session meeting include: 

Each committee of the church was directed to create (or update) 
a Mission Statement—due in March 2023. 
 
Pastor Keith has heard only positive comments about serving 
Communion in the first part of each first Sunday service rather 
than following the sermon. This change was made so that Chris-
tian Education volunteers would not miss out on Communion. 
Consensus was to make this change permanent. 
 
We’ll have the traditional Christmas Eve “Candlelight and Carols” 
service at 7:00 pm on Christmas Eve, and a regular Sunday wor-
ship service the next morning at 10 am as usual. 
 
The Elders voted to approve Office Manager Deb Johnson to be 
“overseer of accounts” for the church so she can use the internet 
to conduct banking transactions for the church’s accounts. 
 
The Finance and Buildings & Grounds Committees will work to-
gether to update our church’s rental prices for our facilities, as 
there is a concern about the rising cost of utilities. 
 
Due to an unexpected increase in costs and not an increase in 
giving, Treasurer Jon Whited explained the 2023 budget will have 
to be delayed up through the first quarter of 2023. We have a 
really tight budget for the rest of this year and the committees 
were told to hold down expenses. The Elders voted to approve 
this delay of the 2023 budget.  
 
Treasurer Jon Whited gave a presentation on converting the 
church over to solar power as a means to save money on utility 
bills. Jon and others have researched this and received a bid from 
a local solar company to install solar panels on the Faith Hall roof. 
The Elders voted to have Jon move forward on this project, i.e., to 

work with our bank and the solar compa-
ny to come up with the best price and 
financing. 
 
The Elders voted to approve donating the 
church’s entire Christmas Eve offering to 
Interfaith’s Grace Fund again this year. 
 
The next Session meeting has been 
pushed out one week to November 30 
due to the Thanksgiving holiday, and 
there is no Session meeting in December. 
 

Leslie Davis, Clerk of Session 
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November 
Birthdays 

 

Happy birthday to you, 
Happy birthday to you. 
May the Lord bless you 

And keep you, 
Your whole life through. 

 

Nov 3 David Stearns 

Nov 4  Valerie Gurney Rosencrans 

Nov 8 Mary Chalmers   

Nov 11 David Harris 

Nov 13   Bernice Ray 

Nov 14 Jimmy “Dewey” Bryant 

Nov 18 Carolyn Weber 

Nov 22 Arlene Cunningham 

Nov 22 Nick Walls    

Nov 24 Michelle Kidwell 

Nov 24 Carol Rogers 

Nov 28 Mary Adams 

Nov 28 Trish Adams 

Line Dancing       
 

Carolyn Sylva’s free one-hour Line 
Dancing class meets on Thursdays 

at 9:30 am in Faith Hall. 

Men’s  
Breakfast  

Fellowship 
  

The Men’s Breakfast Fellowship will  
be Saturday, November 12, at  

8:00 am at Papa’s New Roost. Come 
and hear our special speaker at this  

no-host breakfast gathering of the men 
of the church. Call Pastor Lee Warford  
at 925-470-9953 for more information. 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

Bob and Betty Sagaser 

43 years on November 21 

 

All women are invited to meet Thursday, December 1, 

at 11:00 am for a no-host lunch —possibly Italian,  

suggestions welcome. Contact Deb Handy at  

209-768-2067 to sign up.  
 

PS  Menfolk are welcome too, but they have to find 

their own table! 

 

Women's  

Bible Study  
will begin Tuesday,  

November 15 at 2:30 pm 
in CE3 (location tentative).  
The study of Genesis will  
be our focus for the first  

few weeks.    

Send your articles and Family News 
items for the December 2022  
issue of the Golden Nugget by  

November 25 to Leslie at  
209-532-6604 or 

davisgold@gmail.com. 

 

23rd Psalm for Busy People 
By Toki Miyashiro 
 

The Lord is my Pace-setter, I shall not rush; 

He makes me to stop and rest for quiet intervals. 

He provides me with images of stillness, which restores my serenity. 

He leads me in ways of efficiency, through calmness of mind. 

And His guidance is my peace. 

Even though I have a great many things to accomplish each day 

I will not fret, for His presence is here. 

His timelessness, His all-importance will keep me in balance. 

He prepares refreshment and renewal in the midst of my activity 

By anointing my mind with His oils of tranquillity. 

My cup of joyous energy overflows. 

Surely harmony and effectiveness shall be the fruits of my hours, 

For I shall walk in the pace of the Lord and dwell in His house forever. 
 

“A Japanese version of Psalm 23″ published in Guideposts Magazine 



 

From the Pastor 
Continued from Page 1 
 

And what Jesus is saying in the 
above passage is that serving others 
is not something that we should be 
reserving only for the holiday sea-
son, it’s something that we should 
be doing every day all year long. God 
calls us to be servants, so we should-
n’t be restricting ourselves to ful-
filling that command only during the 
holidays and think that we are doing 
“enough;” we should constantly look 
for ways that we can be of service, 
that we can be a blessing to others. 
And this idea of service ties directly 
into stewardship, as mentioned in 
the passage from 1 Peter above. Be-
ing a good steward, as the Apostle 
Peter tells us, means that we are 
utilizing all that God has blessed us 

with for His glory and for the service 
of others. Stewardship means, rather 
than being stingy or hoarding God’s 
blessings, rather than stopping at 
being merely thankful, we show our 
gratitude for those blessings by 
putting them to use in the advance-
ment of God’s kingdom. And how do 
we advance God’s kingdom in this 
world? We do it by being the hands 
and feet of Jesus and serving others 
just as He did when He walked this 
earth; we do it by using what God 
has blessed us with to be a blessing 
to others so that they will experience 
the love of Christ through our service 
to them. I mean, truly, what better 
way is there to show God that we 
are thankful for His blessings than by 
following His command to utilize 
those blessings to serve others and 
be good stewards of His grace? I sub-
mit to you that there is no better 
way to show our gratitude than that.   
 

So, my encouragement to all of you 
is that, in whatever way that God has 
blessed you, show Him how thankful 
you are by using those blessings to 
bless others this holiday season and, 
indeed, throughout the entire year. 
 
May the blessings of the Father and 
the peace of the Son be with you, 
 

Pastor Keith 
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Sermons and 
Scripture 

 

Sermon Series on Thessalonians  
to end November 20;  

Advent Series begins November 27 
 

Following are scripture verses  
each sermon is based on,  

and other verses (NT = New  
Testament, OT = Old Testament) 

 

To receive link for YouTube  
videos of services, send email  

to ktreid84@gmail.com. 
 

November 6 
Communion 

OT: Daniel 11:36-45 

Sermon:  2 Thessalonians 2:1-12  
 

November 13 

OT:  Exodus 14:5-14 

Sermon:  2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 
 

November 20 

OT:  Proverbs 26:13-16 

Sermon: 2 Thessalonians 3  
 

November 27 
NT:  Matthew 26:17-30 

Sermon:  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

Hanging of the Greens 
 

November 27 is the first Sunday of Advent, 
which means our annual Hanging of the 
Greens is scheduled for Saturday, November 
26, at 1:00 pm.  
 
Volunteers are sought to set up and deco-
rate the Christmas tree on the chancel with 
the white chrismons donated last year by 
the Reid Family. We’ll also be hanging 
wreaths, garlands, bows and lights, and 
setting up the nativity scene.  

 

 
Once the sanctuary is complete, we can 
move over to Faith Hall to decorate a couple 
of trees, and enjoy some snacks provided by 
Deb Handy. A third Christmas tree will also 
be set up, and on each of the Sundays lead-
ing up to Christmas, parishioners are asked 
to place an ornament on that tree. Bring 
your own if you’d like! 
 

Judy Nason, Worship Chair 

Our Chrismon Tree in 2021 
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Pictures of children in Sunday School 
provided by Karla Reid, Director of  
Children’s Ministries 
 
 

 

 

 

Tuesday Night Bible Study 

 

   
 
 

Pastor Keith’s co-ed adult Bible study on Tuesday evenings features a study of the Old 
Testament book of Isaiah. Dinner is at 5:30 pm in Faith Hall and the study begins at 6:00.  
  

Dinner is generally pizza from the St. Charles Saloon in Columbia and is provided by the 
church, though donations are accepted and appreciated. 
 

The study itself is interactive and gives everyone the opportunity to discuss the passage 
being studied. Study guides will be provided by Pastor Keith on a weekly basis. 
 

Notes:  This weekly study of Isaiah began September 20, but you’re welcome to jump in  
anytime. Childcare is available. 

 

As is normally experienced by most 
churches, the end of our giving year is 
an exciting time. Giving is affected by 
the holidays, and taxes have their 
own way of impacting how we feel 
about giving to support our Lord’s 
work. 
 
This year has also had its excitement!
The cost of living is up substantially, 
and everyone is feeling the pinch to 
our pocketbooks. Giving has been 
excellent and pretty much as planned 
at our church, but the big surprise is 
how much our church costs have gone 
up. Just about anything we normally 
spend under the constraints of our 
budget now costs more, and especial-
ly so for utilities. 
 
At the same time our church mem-
bers have taken on more designated 
projects, and that effort has produced 
results that enhance our mission of 
community engagement in Columbia. 
 
Our efforts to expand our church cam-
pus activities have resulted in more 
activity in using our Christian Ed Build-
ing and getting Nancy’s Hope food 
distribution back at our church.      

Currently Nancy’s Hope is distributing 
about 300 food packages to families 
in Columbia  each week. Designated 
giving for that project and others has 
resulted in a complete remodel and 
improved functional use of space in 
our Christian Ed building that had not 
been used for several years.  
 
In addition, most of the deferred 
maintenance items we placed funds 
into our capitalization account have 
been completed and that account will 
be closed this year.  
 
So, while we fuss and worry about the 
cost-of-living increases that we all feel 
and see, you can be assured of how 
carefully we have been watching our 
needs as well as finances while plan-
ning for next year. Remember we still 
have two more months to meet our 
budgeted needs, so please keep the 
church in mind. And remember your 
pledge helps the Finance Committee 
plan for next year. 
 
Thank you for your generosity in sup-
porting our Lord’s work. 
 

Jon Whited 
Finance Committee Chair 

A Word from Your Finance Chair 

Hailey, Travis, Ella 

Millie and Travis 



Hello Church of the 49ers family. What 
a month it has been since I was with 
you in September! And November 
promises to be just as crazy if not more 
so! 
 
Last week, I was teaching a mission’s 
component at a discipleship and lead-
ership program in Cayambe, about 1.5 
hours northeast of Quito. The students 
and staff came from Sweden, Germany, 
Ecuador and Nicaragua. The program 
director is Juan Carlos Chimarro, a long-
time friend and ex-coworker at HCJB. 
God has allowed Juan Carlos to partici-
pate in several of these events before 
as a student and as a leader, but this is 
his first time directing the entire three 
month program. It was a special privi-
lege and blessing to be able to teach 
and encourage these youth in the area 
of world missions. Pray for them to be 
discerning in God’s call on their lives. 
 
A couple of weeks ago, I was asked to 
go to a regional summit for leaders in 
Christian media the second week of 
November. My supervisor was to 
attend the 3-day event in Guatemala, 
but cannot go because of visa issues. I 
will be participating in a panel discus-
sion on the use of digital technology in 
the church and Christian radio and tele-
vision. Please pray as I work quickly to 
bring my presentation together. 
 
The week after I return to Ecuador, 
HCJB2 will host their annual sharathon,  
 

November 16-18. Saturday, November 
19, will be an open house at the station 
 to celebrate our 50th anniversary! 
Please pray that God will provide for 
the ministry in 2023 through the gener-
osity of our listeners. 
 
Finally, on Sunday, November 27, a 
special thanksgiving service for the sta-
tion’s important anniversary will be 
held at the church I attend. My pastor 
has been a long time listener to HCJB in 
Quito and now to HCJB2 in Guayaquil. 
He wants to show his thankfulness to 
God for the ministry of the two stations 
and is making the church available for 
this celebration. 
 
November 1 actually marked 50 years 
since HCJB2’s first test broadcasts went 
on the air. We had a lot of fun on air 
talking about the stations’ history and 
ministry. We also received a lot of  

phone calls and voice messages from 
listeners who shared their congratula-
tions and thankfulness to God for 
HCJB2. One listener even brought us a 
large birthday cake! It was delicious. 
I ask for prayer for Guayaquil and Ecua-
dor as the violence has escalated once 
again. Please be praying for municipal, 
state and national leaders as they work 
together to bring a stop to the sense-
less killings. Pray that God would inter-
vene in a powerful way to bring many 
Ecuadorians to Himself. As a country, 
we need to humble ourselves before 
God and seek His healing hand. 
 
Thank you for standing with me to pray 
for protection, strength, energy and 
stamina in November. I am so thankful 
for you! 
 

Allen 
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Allen Graham, Missionary 

Training in Cayambe 

Brotherhood Cookies 
 

2 cups Faith  2 tsp Kindness   In a bowl of Love, mix Patience, Faith and Sympathy. Whip Forgiveness, 
2 cups Patience  1/2 cup Courage   Kindness and Courage until well blended and add to batter. 
1 cup Sympathy  1 TBSP Respect   
1 cup Forgiveness 1 cup Understanding  Pour into a heart of Joy, flavored with Harmony. Top with a spread of             

 Understanding, sweetened with Respect. Bake in oven of Faith. Serve                        
               with a Smile. Yield:  Overflowing cup of joy! Editor’s Note:  This recipe was found in 

the November 1984 issue of the Golden 
Nugget newsletter. 
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Missions Committee  
 
 

The Missions Committee had a busy October. Roger and Judy 
shared information about our committee at church on October 23. 
We have donated money to assist in fire relief in El Dorado and 
Placer counties as well as relief efforts because of the flooding in 
eastern Kentucky. In addition to many local organizations, money 
has been donated to help support many international causes such 
as Mission Aviation Fellowship, Haiti earthquake relief, Save the 
Children, Banyan Tree Counseling (India), Global Belief (Uganda), 
God’s Hidden Treasures (Ukraine) and of course, Allen Graham. We 
learned about some of the international causes because members 
of our church personally know the people who started or serve in 
these groups. 
 
As you may know, Nancy’s Hope has set up a food pantry in the 
downstairs double room in the CE building. In order to make the 
room as nice as possible, the Missions Committee took on the pro-
ject of updating and cleaning the room. The room was cleaned, 
painted, laminate flooring replaced the carpet, concrete was 
poured for a safe walkway from the asphalt to the stairs, and the 
stairs were widened. Pallets were painted and additional shelving 
will be added. This was made possible by an anonymous donation, 
which was matched by funds from the church. Judy and Roger 
would like to thank everyone who helped them over the course of 
five days: John Aguilar, Sandy Brooks, Ed Clinite, Mark Hanney, John 
Etheridge, Michelle Kidwell, John Malaspino and Tony Pokorny. 
What a great crew! 
 
The Alternative Christmas Fair will begin in November. The Missions 
Committee has chosen Save the Children, Habitat for Humanity Tu-
olumne County and Nancy’s Hope as the recipients of our gifts this 
year. A booth will be set up in Faith Hall November 13, 20, 27 and 
December 4. At that time, you can learn more about each organiza-
tion and make a donation to any or all of them. 
 
We are so grateful for your gifts of prayer, time and money as we 
reach out to a world in need of the saving message of Jesus Christ! 
 
Our next meeting will be November 15 at 2:00 in Faith Hall.  
 
Judy and Roger Haughton, 
Co-chairs Missions Committee 

Interfaith News 
 

Our liaison, Deb Handy, reports Interfaith 
Community Social Services is seeking do-
nations of linens (all sizes of sheets), 
shampoo and conditioner, body wash (no 
bar soap), deodorant, tooth paste and 
tooth brushes. 

On November 5th through the 7th Inter-
faith is encouraging you to participate in 
the annual “Fill the Bus” event to benefit 
the homeless. The bus will be in the 
Walmart parking lot. They are seeking do-
nations of tents, sleeping bags, tarps, etc.  

The annual See’s Candy Sales to benefit 
Interfaith is coming. From November 27th 
through December 24th, this is the perfect 
opportunity to purchase boxes of See’s 
Candy for your friends and relatives. Inter-
faith’s See’s Candy booth will be set up in 
front of the Tractor Supply store on Mono 
Way. 

Interfaith’s facility at 18500 Striker Court, 
off Tuolumne Road in Sonora, is open 
weekdays 10 am to 1 pm year-round 
(except on holidays). Tuolumne County 
residents needing assistance are invited to 
come in once per month for free food, 
clothing, toiletries, household items, even 
legal services. Showers will be available 
again very soon! 

Note Interfaith accepts donations Tuesday 
through Friday 10 am to 12 pm, or bring 
them to church and Deb will deliver to 
Interfaith for you. Deb’s number is (209) 
768-2067.  
 

Deb Handy, Interfaith Liaison 

 



Local Events 
 

Veterans Days Remembrance  
in Columbia’s historic cemetery:  10:55 
am on Friday, November 11. Hosted by 
the Columbia Grenadine Belles and Co-
lumbia Militia. 
 

 

Begin your holiday season with the  

Columbia College Community  
Chorus in concert! The “Sounds 

of the Season” concert will return the 
first weekend of December (December 2
-4) at the Sonora Opera Hall (Fri 7:30 
pm, Sat 3:00 pm, Sun 3:00 pm). Some of 
our church members sing in the Com-
munity Chorus and will have tickets 
available for $15 presale ($20 at the 
door); free for 12 and under (must have 
ticket).  
 

In the first half, the chorus and orches-
tra presents Dr. Hollinger’s “Gloria” with 
stirring music for orchestra and chorus. 
The second half of the concert features 
traditional Christmas carols settings with 
unusual rhythms and harmonies plus an 
arrangement for chorus and jazz ensem-
ble. Also included will be the chorus’s 
traditional “Hallelujah Chorus” from 
Handel’s Messiah, and the ever-popular 
audience sing-along. 
 

For more information about the Veter-
ans Day Remembrance, or the concert, 
contact Leslie Davis at 209-559-7723 or  
davisgold@gmail.com. 
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Rev. George Crichton 

Nancy’s Hope Food Pantry:  

Seeking Coat Donations 
 

The Nancy’s Hope Food Pantry is seeking donations of new or like-new coats 
or jackets, as well as new sweat pants, socks, and the such for those in 
need. They can be dropped off at the Food Pantry on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
between 10 am and 1 pm. It is located in the back of our Christian Education 
building—drive down to the church’s lower parking lot behind Faith Hall and 
the Food Pantry is the first room you come to in the back corner of the build-
ing. You may also bring your donations on Sundays and give to me in Faith 
Hall.   
 

Michelle Kidwell, Missions Committee 

Alternative Christmas Faire 
 

What is the Alternative Christmas Faire? Rather than adding to the commer-
cialism of Christmas by shopping and purchasing material goods to give as 
presents to our family members and friends, the Alternative Christmas Faire is 
an opportunity for us to donate to mission projects in honor of our loved 
ones. In this way, the message of Christ’s love for all will be demonstrated. 
 
Following worship on Sundays November 13 through December 4, members 
of the Missions Committee will have a booth in Faith Hall to assist anyone 
interested in selecting “alternative” gifts. This year you can choose from the 
following missions:   
 

• Save the Children® is a trusted charity that believes every child, anywhere 
in the world, deserves a future. That’s why they do whatever it takes, every 
day and in times of crisis, to ensure children grow up healthy, learning and 
safe — especially those hardest to reach. Some possible alternative gifts 
are:  mosquito net, clean water kit, two soccer balls, or you could even opt 
to pay for malaria treatment for a sick child somewhere in the world. 

 

• Habitat for Humanity® of Tuolumne County has been constructing homes 
to be purchased by deserving low-income families, including up to 36 
homes right here in Columbia. Monetary donations are welcome for build-
ing supplies, etc. 

 

• Nancy’s Hope is a thrift store that uses proceeds to provide numerous ser-
vices to Tuolumne County citizens needing a hand up. Free food is distribut-
ed both from the Sonora location and from the Food Pantry on our campus 
(back of CE building). Nancy’s nonprofit also supports various community 
programs such as Back-to-School Backpacks, Blanket & Coat Giveaway, 
Compassion Closet, Dress 4 Success, and Fresh Start. Fresh Start donates 
furniture and kitchen supplies for those starting life in a new housing situa-
tion. 

 
See you at the Faire! 
 

Gary Davis, Missions Committee 

Columbia College Community Chorus 
concert at Opera Hall, December 2019 
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Thanksgiving  

Dinner By Halves 
 

A Thanksgiving Story  

by Denella Kimura 

 

 Every Thanksgiving the family gathers 
‘round the table laden with internation-
al flavors. My oldest son, Paul’s family 
brings lumpia and chicken adobo from 
the Philippines. Before her passing, my 
mother-in-law would make sushi and 
Japanese steamed rice. My second son, 
Phil’s family brought apple pies and our 
youngest son, Glen, would make the 
vegetable dish. But the main feature of 
the table included turkey, mashed po-
tatoes, gravy and cranberry sauce 
made by my husband, Tom, and I, and 
we do nothing by halves. 
 
The frozen turkey, a dish towel draped 
over its pale, blue-veined breast, 
thawed in the left half of the kitchen 
sink which was half filled with water. It 
is a 16 pound Tom turkey, which is just 
enough to last two days of sandwiches 
and left overs. 
 
On the right half of the sink, Tom and I 
prepare for the giblet broth. I peel an 
onion and use half for the broth pan 
and half for the drippings pan. Then I 
string a stalk of celery and use half for 
each pan again.  
 
The rest of the ingredients for the 
broth pot and drippings pan are bay 
leaf, salt, white pepper, two chicken 
bouillon cubes, a dash of poultry sea-
soning, and sprigs of parsley. Then I fill 
the pot with water, cover and cook on 
medium low heat during the entire 
cooking time of the turkey. One or two 
cups of water in the drippings pan will 
keep the turkey moist. 
 
After salting the inside and oiling the 
skin, Tom muscles the bird into the 

roasting pan and into the oven. His job 
is to peel, rinse and cube the potatoes 
and hydrate them until ready to cook. 
Sometimes Tom will say, “Have you 
ever been kissed in the kitchen with a 
turkey in the oven?” And then we’d 
dance while the turkey turns brown, 
the potatoes steam, and the broth sim-
mers, all waiting for the gravy to be 
made at the end. 
 
In case you’re wondering, we stopped 
making dressing years ago because no 
one would eat it except me. Don’t 
know if that is because there were al-
ready potatoes and rice on the table, or 
they just didn’t like my stuffing. So go 
stuff your turkey if you like 
it. 
 
After the turkey has roasted 
the appropriate number of 
hours, or the red button 
pops up, Tom removes the 
gobbler from the oven, and 
lets it rest before carving. In 
a perfect world, one of the 
macho men would carve 
the turkey, separating the 
white from the dark meat. 
But in our family the job has 
always fallen to me.  
 
While the bird sets, I finesse 
the gravy. I learned to make 
it from my grandmother, 
whose nickname was “Good 
gravy,” which was a common expres-
sion in the ‘20s. But family lore has it 
that she earned the moniker legiti-
mately for actually being great at mak-
ing gravy.  
 
In a large pan, I add equal amounts of 
whole wheat flour and oil (skimmed 
from the combined strained gravy drip-
pings and broth) and stir until smooth. I 
usually add one cup each of flour and 
oil because this gravy will be savored by 
a lot of people. Turn up the heat to me-
dium high, and gradually stir until thick-

ened and bubbly, then add a little 
more liquid and repeat until you have 
the amount you want. I finish it off with 
salt and white pepper to taste, and a 
teaspoon of Kitchen Bouquet, stirring 
until color is consistent.  
 
By this time, our guests arrive, the table 
fills up with their offerings for the feast, 
the lumpia is sampled with sweet-hot 
dipping sauce, and everyone is talking 
and hugging at once. 
 
The prayer of Thanksgiving is for our 
family, for the blessings of the past 
year, the joy of sharing a beautiful 
feast, and our love for each other.  
 

Tom and I have this turkey dance down 
pat. We divide the work between us 
and become a team. When jobs are 
shared, the work load is cut in half. And 
when it comes to making Thanksgiving 
turkey, we do nothing by halves. 

 

 



TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 

Cost-cutting Measure:  For those of you who receive this 
newsletter through the US mail, please consider a donation 
of $15 per year to cover printing and postage costs. Thanks! 

Address Service Requested 

November 2022 Calendar 
 

Weekly Sunday worship service at 10 am, and: 
   

Nov 1, 10:00 am:  Prayer Group in CE Room 3 

Nov 1, 5:30 pm:  Bible Study of Isaiah in FH, w/ dinner 

Nov 2, 2:00 pm:  Session in CE Room 3 

Nov 3, 9:30 am:  Line Dancing in Faith Hall 

Nov 3, 11:00 am:  Ladies Lunch Bunch at Applebee’s 

Nov 6, 2:00 am:  Daylight Saving Time ends 

Nov 6, 11:30 am:  Fellowship Committee in CE Rm 3 

Nov 7, 10:00 am:  History Committee in CE Room 3 

Nov 8:  ELECTION DAY 

Nov 8, 10:00 am:  Prayer Group in CE Room 3 

Nov 8, 5:30 pm:  Bible Study of Isaiah in FH, w/ dinner 

Nov 9, 10:30 am:  Buildings & Grounds Cmte in CE Rm 3 

Nov 10, 9:30 am:  Line Dancing in Faith Hall 

Nov 11:  VETERANS DAY        OFFICE IS CLOSED 

 

 

Nov 13, 11:30 am:  Deacons in CE Room 3 

Nov 15, 10:00 am:  Prayer Group in CE Room 3 

Nov 15, 1:00 pm:  Finance Committee in Office 

Nov 15, 2:00 pm:  Missions Committee in Faith Hall 

Nov 15, 2:30 pm:  Women’s Bible Study in CE Room 3 

Nov 15, 5:30 pm:  Co-Ed Bible Study in Faith Hall, w/ dinner 

Nov 17, 9:30 am:  Line Dancing in Faith Hall 

Nov 20, 11:30 am:  Birthday/Anniversary Celebration in FH 

Nov 22, 10:00 am:  Prayer Group in CE Room 3 

Nov 24:  THANKSGIVING DAY      OFFICE IS CLOSED 

Nov 25:  OFFICE IS CLOSED 

Nov 26, 1:00 pm:  Hanging of the Greens 

Nov 29, 11:00 am:  Prayer Group in CE Room 3 

Nov 30, 2:00 pm:  Session Meeting in CE Room 3 
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