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Report from the Pastor 
Nominating Committee 
(PNC) 

 

After meeting April 17, 2024, the twelve  
committee members met in groups to 
work on portions of the Information 
Packet for Pastor Candidates. On Thurs-
day May 2nd we spent three hours ed-
iting each section and agreeing on the 
order. As Recording Secretary, I pieced 
together the Information Packet before 
sending it to the Committee by email. 
The Committee voted Friday night May 
3rd to accept the final revision. This doc-
ument, along with the Transitional Pas-
tor Job Description, was presented to 
Rev. Dave Kerr on Sunday May 5th for 
review by the Presbytery, who have ap-
proved our document! In only two 
weeks your Session and PNC completed 
a major step toward advertising for a 
new Called Pastor. Copies of the Infor-
mation Packet are available for the con-
gregation at each door to the Sanctuary. 
 
We have Sunday preaching covered into 
June, and we already have interest for 
the Transitional Pastor who will serve 
until the permanent Pastor is selected. 
Doreen has sent Information to each 
person on the Pulpit Supply List. 
 
At the PNC meetings on May 15 and 29  
we discussed where we want to post 
our Information Packet for Pastor Candi-
dates and agreed on the ECO job board 
and at four conservative seminaries 
open to truth-based ideology more in  
 

 
alignment with our church. Doreen is 
contacting those institutions.  
 
We also discussed what we want in a 
pastor: 

30s-50s -- We want someone who 
will be long-term. 

Family? -- Help grow our Children’s 
Ministries. Children’s story 
time in Worship? 

Is this person a dynamic speaker? -- 
Listen to tape of sermons. 

What will ECO accept? -- Ordainable 
program, Masters is desirable. 

A good communicator and listener -
- Can they provide examples?  

Leadership qualities -- Discretion 
and trustworthiness 

Reasonable -- able to recognize and 
acknowledge different points 
of view. 

Problem solver -- ask how they have 
resolved issues. 

 
We encourage any additional input. 
Keep praying for God’s guidance, for the 
right person to be our new Pastor, and 
that our congregation will be ready to 
receive this person with joy and thanks-
giving!  
 
Doreen Bass 
PNC Recording Secretary 

June 2024    

 A NEWSLETTER FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY AND FRIENDS  

 

 

 

Pulpit Supply  

in June 
 

Rev. Dave McGurk - June 2 

Rev. Dave McGurk - June 9 

 

To be determined for the 

other three Sundays in June. 

Golden Nugget 

 

A Call to Prayer  
 

Above all, pray that God’s 

will would be done, and His 

name would be glorified 

through the entire process of 

finding a new pastor for First 

Presbyterian Church of Co-

lumbia. Pray that God’s 

work would be visible to 

everyone so that we would  

continue trusting the One  

who richly provides. 

 

Romans 11:36 

For from him and through him 

and for him are all things. 

To him be the glory forever! 

Amen.  (NIV) 
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Editor/Photographer:  Leslie Davis 
 

11155 Jackson Street 
Columbia, CA 95310 

209-532-2441   
churchofthe49ers.com 

 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday through Friday  

9:00 am—3:00 pm 
 

Worship Services in Sanctuary: 
Sundays at 10 am 

 
 
 

 

 

_____________, Pastor 
Deb Johnson, Office Administrator 

_______, Dir. of Children’s Ministries 
Carolyn Sylva, Accompanist 

Steve Engle-Borda, Sound Technician 
Mariza Engle-Borda, Videographer 

Charlee Pullen, Nursery 

 
 

 
 

We are the Church of the 49ers,  
where God is the gold. We serve  

and worship God in spirit and in the  
truth of the scriptures. We live by faith  

and will be known by our love  
for others and our voice of hope. 

GOLDEN NUGGET 

STAFF 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Officers for next term will be decided at our next meeting June 9 
at 11:30 am in CE3. We will need a new Moderator and Vice 
Moderator whose duties could be interchangeable if agreed. As 
Clerk of Session, Doreen Bass is the Liaison with Session instead 
of the Vice Moderator and she agreed to stay as Secretary. Den-
ella Kimura will continue as Treasurer, and Victoria Dinesh-
Balaraman is currently the Asst. Treasurer. 
 
Committee Chairs can continue or change as desired. Sandy 
wishes to remain as Communion Chair. Our next Communion is 
June 2 with Mary Adams supplying the bread and Carol Kent 
pouring the juice in preparation for setting the Communion ta-
ble. Doreen arranges for the Communion servers, and reports 
any worship activities from the Session. Victoria wanted to con-
tinue with Home Communions on the Monday afterward.  
Rose Shaffer will remain as Memorial Chair, and Sandy keeps the 
Grief Booklets, which the Deacons send to the family members 
throughout the following year. If you would be helped by these 
thoughtful booklets, let your Deacon know.  
 
Michelle Kidwell will stay as liaison with Nancy’s Hope, and Vi 
Morgado will report on Interfaith, though we should have an 
alternate if Vi cannot attend. The Deacon Fund Committee con-
sists of Denella (Treasurer), Victoria (Asst. Treasurer), the Mod-
erator (to be determined), and another Deacon -- currently Vi. 
They consult on every request for emergency funds, which are 
provided confidentially. 
 
Deacons continue to pray for our congregation, remembering 
them with cards and phone calls. If you haven’t heard from your 
Deacon in a while, let Doreen know, and she will check for you. 
Rest assured that our prayer team prays for each one of you 
over the year. 
 

Doreen Bass, Deacon Secretary 

                  Difference 

  Budget         Actual        Over/(Under) 
 

 

Total Income     $17,284         $14,580         ($2,704) 

Expense              $24,484         $16,096         ($8,388) 

May 1 through May 31, 2024 

(exclusive of other income/expenses) 

Mortgage Balance as of May 31:      $61,939.65       

Minimum Required Mortgage Payment:  $245.00 

Additional Principal paid May 31:         $100.00   

The Women's Bible Study led 
by Judy Nason is taking a  
summer break - will resume  
in September. 



 

The next first-Thursday 
monthly women’s no-host 

luncheon is June 6 at 11 am  
at Columbia Kate’s Teahouse 
on Columbia Street in Colum-

bia State Historic Park. Call 
Denella Kimura at  

209-532-6561 to sign up.  

June 
Birthdays 

 

Happy birthday to you, 
Happy birthday to you. 
May the Lord bless you 

And keep you, 
Your whole life through. 

June 3  Doreen Bass 

June 8  Betty Egan 

June 10  Pirkko Dyer 

June 10  Mark Hanney 

June 12  Ben LeVine 

June 17  Jim Brandt 

June 17  Leslie Davis 

June 18  Doug Lau 

June 19  Carol Kidwell 

June 25  Elana Strombom 

June 27  Glenn Bass 

June 29  Sharon Poff 
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Parish Nursing 

Ozell Gilmore and Valerie McCale, Parish Nurses, 
will provide free Blood Pressure Checks in Faith 
Hall on June 9 following the worship service. 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

Lily & Jesse McMurray—5 years on June 1 
 

 Evie & Drew Fitzsimons—12 years on June 3 
 

Keith & Karla Reid—10 years on June 7 
 

 Samuel & Elana Strombom—3 years on June 13 
 

 John Etheridge & Jennie Moiso—28 years June 18 
 

Chuck & Sandy Westgate—58 years on June 18 
 

Roger & Judy Haughton—54 years on June 20  

Line Dancing  
Carolyn Sylva’s free one-hour Line  

Dancing class meets every Thursday  
at 9:30 am in Faith Hall. 

Grieving 
 

Reverend Lee Warford and family and friends of Bonniejean Warford, who 
died May 10th at the age of 88.  
 

Family and friends of Jackie Donges, who died in late 2023 at the age of 86. 
 
 

Congratulations! 
Nora Neves’ granddaughter Nevaeh O'Dea will  
graduate from Sonora High School on Thursday  
June 6. In the fall she will enter UC Santa Barbara.  
Her family is soooo very proud of her. She will be  
joining her sister Brynna Neves who will be starting her 3rd year at UCSB. 
 

A note about Brynna—She and a friend organized a jazz band last year and 
they have played numerous places in California as well as in Las Vegas. Our 
family has so much pride in both of these young ladies.    Nora Neves 
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4th of July Outreach Event 
 

In recent history members of the Church of the 49ers congregation marched in 
Columbia’s Glorious Fourth of July Parade each year—2008 through 2019. We 
took a break during the Covid years (2020-2022), and resumed participating in 
the parade last July. Roger Haughton brought his antique fire truck, so some 
were able to ride instead of walking the four-block parade route, and afterward 
we hosted a very successful free hot dog lunch in Faith Hall for the community.  
 
This July 4th (a Thursday) we’ll again be in the 12 noon parade, with some atop 
and others marching behind Roger’s fire truck. The crowd will be invited to join 
us for a free lunch, featuring hot dogs with all the fixins, chips and drinks —  
inside air-conditioned Faith Hall between 12:30 and 2:00 p.m.  
 
Plan to join the parade—be at the parade start in front of the Fallon Hotel on 
Washington Street in Columbia by 11:45 am on the 4th. We have matching sash-
es for all to wear, and some “49er Church” sun visors also.  
 

Leslie Davis 

July 4, 2023 

At the end of the hot dog BBQ last year 

Pet Advice 
By SPCA International 
 

Never leave your pet in a hot car. It can take minutes for a pet to develop heat stroke 
and suffocate in a car. The temperatures in a car can reach 90 degrees in the shade and 
top 160 degrees! Leaving the window open a crack is not acceptable. 
 

Always have water available for your pet. 
 

Try to keep your pet off hot asphalt or hot sand; it can burn paws and also increase  
body temperature and lead to overheating. 
 

Dogs and cats drink more on hot days, and water warms up quickly. Make sure to 
change your pet’s water often. 
 

The following are some of the foods extremely poisonous to pets:  raisins, garlic,  
grapes, onions, chocolate and products with the artificial sweetener, Xylitol. 
 

Fill a kiddie pool with water for your pup to cool off in. 
 

Ticks and mosquitos are at their peak in the summer. Do a thorough check on your pet after coming inside. 
 

Avoid strenuous exercise during extremely hot days and keep the sessions short. 
 

Keep dogs off lawns that have been chemically treated with fertilizer for at least 24 hours. Many of the chemicals used in 
lawn treatments are toxic to pets. 
 

Don’t let your dog drink seawater; it causes dehydration and vomiting. If a dog ingests enough it can be fatal. Bring fresh  
water for your dog when you’re going out to the beach. 
 

Submitted by Ozell Gilmore. 
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Our next dinner will be on Wednesday, June 5th. Per Chef Rose 
Shaffer, the menu is barbecued chicken, baked potato, corn on 
the cob, and watermelon. 
 
Invite your friends, neighbors, anyone who might be interested! 
The doors to Faith Hall open at 5:00 and dinner is served at 6:00 
pm. This is a free meal, however donations are accepted. 
 

Suzanne Williamson 

Nancy’s Hope Food Pantry 
 

The food pantry is hosted by the Church of the 
49ers and operated by Nancy’s Hope with volun-
teers, several from our church. It is located in the 
lower level of the Christian Education building and 
open to the public Tuesdays and Thursdays 10 am 
to 2 pm, excluding holidays.  
 
The pantry is in desperate need of food donations. 
Suggestions include: 
• Sliced Bread (wheat or white) 
• Shelf-stable Milk 
• Meats—any kind, including lunch meat. 
• Mac & Cheese (but not labeled vegan) 
• Canned Foods (fruit, vegetables, chili, soups) 
• “Cup-A-Soup” 
• Sliced cheese, shredded cheese 
• Eggs 
• Bottled water 
• Potatoes 
• Peanut Butter, Apple Butter or anything else to 

provide protein. 
• Bags for distribution (plastic/paper) 
 
Please, don’t drop off your donations after hours, 
and no expired products, or damaged clothing. 
 

Carol Kidwell, Food Pantry Volunteer 

Community Dinner  

 

 

This month, besides asking for volunteers from you, your family 
or friends, I would like to repeat a couple of items we could use - 
blankets and bedding, all sizes. They don't have to match, just so 
they are clean and in good condition. We also go through a lot of 
toiletries, either the small or regular size will be welcomed. In 
the pantry area, we have requests for dog and cat food. Some 
people who come in ask for food for their companions which we 
gladly try to accommodate. If you can help with any of these 
requests and don't know the hours or days you can drop them 
off, just bring them to church on Sundays, I'll be glad to take 
them for you as I usually go a couple times a week. Thank you 
ahead of time for whatever it is that you can help with. We al-
ways need prayers for our workers as well as the clients.  
 

Vi Morgado, Interfaith Liaison 

Send your articles and Family News items for the  
July 2024 issue of the Golden Nugget by June 26 to 

Leslie at davisgold@gmail.com or call 209-559-7723. 



 

Dear Church of the 49ers family, thanks 
for the opportunity to share another 
update from the field. Thanks also for 
your prayers in May. 
 
In 2001, June 20 was declared by the 
United Nations as World Refugee Day. 
It is estimated that there are currently 
108.4 million people worldwide forcibly 
displaced because of persecution, con-
flict, violence, human rights violations, 
and events seriously disturbing public 
order. That’s the equivalent of one of 
every 74 people alive today. The World 
Evangelical Alliance and The Refugee 
Highway encourage believers to pray 
specifically for these displaced persons 
on the Sunday before or after June 20, 
that is June 16 or 23. You can find more 
information and some good resources 
at I was Live. 
 
The online fundraising training with 
managers from Trans World Radio sta-
tions in Kenya went very well. Thank 
you for praying. There were about 25 
participants who are now evaluating 
what they learned and planning how to 
apply it to their local situations. Be-
cause of limited Internet access, almost 
all of those attending had to keep their 
cameras turned off. Online teaching is 
hard, and this was even harder since I 
couldn’t see the facial reactions of the 
students. Over the next few months, I 

hope to hear from some 
of the managers to find 

out what did and what didn’t work for 
them. This will help me better prepare 
for similar sessions in the future. 
 
Thank you for praying for our spring 
fundraiser (sharathon) in mid-May. God 
moved in a big way, and we are very 
thankful. Let me share with you one of 
the testimonies that we received: Don't 
say my name. Two weeks of (drug) con-
sumption almost every day. A lot of 
money was spent. My family is worried. 
I am angry with myself for the misera-
ble life I have been leading. I have lived 
almost 21 years playing with drugs, 
there was a time when I was super 
chronic. There has been time without 
consuming, but when I fall, I hit hard, I 
become completely destabilized. I went 
almost a year without using, but I fell 
again last year, on February 17, my 
birthday. I was working in a bank in 
another city, I lived alone and, as you 
can imagine, I consumed every day. The 
truth is, I'm tired of this situation. I am 
a systems engineer, 46 years old and 
now I am separated. I realize that the 
closer I get to God, the more I fall. 
Please be praying for this listener. God 
is the only One who can fill the void in 
this man’s life, bring an end to the drug 
abuse, and give him hope and a future. 
 
Along with three coworkers, I was able 
to attend a seminar on Digital Missions, 

using social media for evangelism and 
mission work by youth and for youth. It 
was exciting for me to see over a hun-
dred young people preparing to take up 
the call to missions for their and future 
generations. Please pray that God will 
continue to work in the lives of the par-
ticipants as He fulfills His call in their 
lives. 
 
Thank you for walking with me as, to-
gether -- with Jesus, we strive to take 
life and hope into areas of spiritual 
darkness. Have a blessed month! 
 

Allen 
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Allen Graham, Missionary 

Allen in HCJB Quito at the Digital Mis-
sions training with his colleagues and 
the event coordinator. 

 
 

I See You 
A poem by Michelle Kidwell 
 

Psalm 9:2   I will be glad and rejoice  
in you; I will sing the praises of your 
name, O Most High. NIV 
 

I see you 
In the golden 
Hewn sunset. 
 

I hear you 
In the rustling 
Of the trees. 

 
 

Isaiah 25:1   LORD, you are my God; I 
will exalt you and praise your name, 
for in perfect faithfulness you have 
done wonderful things, things 
planned long ago. NIV 
 

I feel you 
In the coolness 
Of a summer breeze! 
 

I listen 
To you 
In every 
Song of praise 

 
 

Every whispered prayer 
Every encouraging word! 
I see your 
Love 
Greater 
Than no other! 
 
Copyright Michelle Kidwell 

May 3, 2024 

 

https://www.unhcr.org/events/world-refugee-day-2024
https://iwas.live/
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Gary and 
Mr. Grace 
Feb 2019 

July 2022 

BOOK REVIEW for  

SUMMER READING  
By Denella Kimura 

 

The Last Jihad  

Collection 

By Joel C. Rosenberg 
 

Joel Rosenberg is the author of 12 fic-
tion and 5 nonfiction books. His first 
series is “The Last Jihad Collection” pub-
lished by Tyndale House Publishers be-
tween 2005 and 2008, which sold 3 mil-
lion copies, and hit the NY Times Best 
Seller list. The stories feel like they were 
based on Tomorrow’s headlines. “The 
Last Jihad” was written in early 2001 
about a hijacked plane aiming at a build-
ing in one of our major cities. It was 
written before 9-11 happened. At the 
time people were looking for literature 
from Middle Eastern experts. That was 
how “The Last Jihad” was published. 
 
Tyndale House began with the publica-
tion of The Living Bible (copyright 1971). 
I knew them in the early ‘80s at Mount 
Hermon Writer’s Conference. Tyndale 
would not take fiction, despite the fact 
that people were reading a lot of fiction-
--I--- was reading all kinds of Christian 
and non-Christian novels, from Christian 
authors like poet and author Grace Liv-
ingston Hill, who wrote in the ‘20s and 
‘30s.  
 
Joel Rosenberg is a Messianic Jew, 
which means that he is a Jewish Chris-
tian. His fast-paced books do not have 
swear words, but you won’t have any 
trouble identifying the bad guys.  
 
They’re terrorists being hunted by the 
principal characters, Jon Bennett, advi-
sor to the American president and Erin 
McCoy, CIA operative, two of the 
shrewdest strategists on Wall Street, 
and close friends with the U.S. presi-
dent. Throughout the books they save  
each other’s lives as they gradually fall 
in love. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In “The Last Jihad,” the plots are from 
biblically based prophecies that come to 
pass in the story. Book One’s comes 
from Jeremiah 51:24, 37, “Before your 
eyes I will repay Babylon and all who live 
in Babylonia for all the wrong they have 
done in Zion, declares the Lord. Babylon 
will be a heap of ruins, a haunt of jack-
als, and object of horror and scorn, a 
place where no one lives.” 
 
“The Last Days” focus is on the pro-
phetic events that lead up to the Rap-
ture. Those events are described in Jere-
miah 51, Isaiah 2, Ezekiel 37-39. Genesis 
49:1 says, “Then Jacob called for his 
sons and said, ‘Gather around so I can 
tell you what will happen to you in the 
last days.’” 
 
“The Ezekiel Option” gives the reader a 
taste of God’s judgment in the War of 
Gog and Magog. If you were ever con-
fused about where these names come 
from, there’s a great explanation in this 
book. Erin and Jon are separated, and 
he must find her before the Day of De-
struction comes from Ezekiel 38. 
The Day of Destruction destroyed the 
Dome of the Rock, an Arabic place of 
worship, which opened the possibility of 
rebuilding the Jewish Temple in its origi-
nal setting.  

In “The Copper Scroll” there is a treas-
ure map of sorts that leads to the Tem-
ple treasures that would be placed in 
the new temple.  
 
And “Dead Heat,” the last book of the 
series, is a race against time for Jon and 
Erin to bring their friends to the Lord. 
They have been actively teaching their 
friends how to accept Jesus as their sav-
ior before it is too late. . . before time 
runs out. 
 
I have to tell you that people die in 
these books, but the Christian testimony 
of Erin and Jon is consistent throughout. 
The Gospel message is clear, and re-
peated over and over to those who 
need Jesus.  
 
“The Last Jihad” series will keep you 
reading until the wee hours of the 
morning. The endings are full of surpris-
es, and you will learn a lot about our 
Middle Eastern neighbors and their pur-
poses both good and evil. 
 
Denella Kimura 

 

Father’s Day Fly-in 
Columbia Airport 

 

Saturday, June 15,  10 am-3 pm 
 

Theme:  "Honoring WWII Veterans," 
with an opening ceremony at 11 am 
 

Featuring:  Warbird Flybys - Airplane 
Rides - WWII Aircraft and Vehicles - 
Classic Car Show - Kids Zone - Tricy-
cle Races - Great Food & Drinks - 
Free Parking 
 

Admission: 
Military & Veterans:  Free 
Adults:  $5.00 
Students:  $2.50 
Children 0-10:  Free 
Info: 209-533-5685 
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We Celebrate 
 

By Dick Dyer, Church Historian 
 
Many years ago, a Presbyterian Elder 
and I reminisced about the church’s 
services at our Pasadena church. I re-
marked that I enjoyed our pastor’s spir-
itual messages. My friend, an influential 
Old Timer, remarked, “Yeah, but our 
church also knows how to present ex-
citing Christian celebrations.” At that 
time, I didn’t realize that was to be a 
feature of our new home church in the 
Mother Lode after 1969. After some 
reflections, my thoughts have led to an 
article for the Golden Nugget; what 
follows after a few changes is a rendi-
tion of an exciting time in the Church  
of the 49ers in Columbia. 
 
At a meeting of the church’s History 
Committee in late 2013, the historians 
felt a celebration of the 49er Church’s 
historic 160th Anniversary should be 
sponsored by our committee in 2014. 
And leading up to it the committee or-
ganized a Church Heritage event also. 
Eventually, after consulting with Pastor 
Janet Russell and several members of 
the Session, both dates were set and 
the committee began work to organize 
them. This article for the June 2024 
Golden Nugget tells the tale of the Her-
itage Sunday on March 16, 2014; and a 
later article will cover the 160th Anni-
versary event, which was on November 
23, 2014.   
 
My preparation for this article involved 
locating pertinent archival records and 
several oral history interviews; I must 
confess, it became an exciting search as 
I relived those memorable occasions at 
our historic church. 
 
In early 2014, in anticipation of Herit-
age Sunday, Faith Hall became the cen-
ter of our activities. Historic photo-
graphs and artifacts were displayed to 
attract members and visitors from  

Columbia. We featured the original 
church bell which had been salvaged 
from the fire of 1950; it revived memo-
ries of the years it assembled Colum-
bia’s worshippers at many Sabbaths. It 
was for many a curious relic of bygone 
years although partially melted and 
tarnished, now it was retired in Faith 
Hall. 
 
During the Heritage service in the sanc-
tuary, about a dozen volunteers spoke 
about spiritual reminiscences during 
memorable years.  

 

On the front porch, Brent and Laurie 
Corson entertained the arriving families 
by playing their banjo and musical saw; 
later in Faith Hall they directed mem-
bers in the singing of hymns and I LOVE 
YOU CALIFORNIA (the official state song 
from 1913). 

 

During the special sanctuary service, 
church members provided unforgotten 
memories of the memorial days.      

Included was the popular “Trust and 
Obey” hymn accompanied by the his-
toric pump organ played by my wife, 
Pirkko - always a delight to the congre-
gation. Additional hymns and the Dox-
ology concluded the service. 

From the historic pioneer pulpit, the 
Rev. Janet’s homily reminded all in her 
rendition of “The time of old, a time of 
gold” still remains Columbia’s story. 
Presbyterians must have felt pride for 
the 49er Church’s community service 
since 1854. 
 
The March 7, 2014 issue of the Union 
Democrat newspaper featured the spe-
cial celebration; their writer included 
interesting church activities complete 
with several photographs of the wor-
ship service. Pastor Janet said, “We are 
here for the benefit of the communi-
ty...knowing that God has been benefi-
cial in really hard times…..The strength 
and hope see God in the present and 
we are confident that He will be with us 
in future….The folks that come here are 
just the best in the world….we wel-
come everybody.” 
 

Continued on Page 9. See “Heritage” 

Left to right: Louise Lertora, Pirkko Dyer, 
Jan Atkinson, Darrol Davis, Betty Sagaser, 
Dick Dyer, Russ Edell, Bob Sagaser, Leslie 
Davis, Fred White 

Brent and Laurie Corson 

Jan Atkinson and Fred White 

Pirkko Dyer 



Session Highlights 
 

We are six weeks without a 49er 
Church Pastor. How are 49er Church 
programs running?  
 
A. 
1.  Major answer to prayer:  The Infor-
mation Packet is complete. A copy was 
provided to Rev. Dave Kerr on May 5 
for Presbytery approval, though we 
haven’t heard yet. 
 
2. Music, liturgists, singers, ushers, and 
tech team are running well.  
 
3. Deacon ministry is working well.  
 
4. Office Administrator functions are 
running smoothly.  
 
B. Pulpit supply is working great. Ser-
mons are meaningful, though some 
people in the back had a difficult time 
hearing the soft times--Judy will ask 
Tech team to adjust the pastor’s mike. 
Future pulpit supply could include 
McGurk, Kerr, and Westgate. Dave 
McGurk from Merced will speak again 
on May 26 and the first 2 Sundays in 
June.  
 
C. Work on finding  the Transitional 
Pastor is ongoing. There is already 
some interest in the position.  
 
D. We all would like to have a Head of 
Staff / Senior Pastor on staff ASAP, but 
the use of a pulpit / transitional pastor 
in the interim will improve the 49er 
Church's finances.  
 
E. Reporting to Covenant Partners of 
PNC activity is ongoing. Weekly updates 
will continue during Announcements.  
 
F. For the past four weeks, church 
attendance has been in the 84-86 range 
per Jon Etheridge. Sharon mentioned 
that we might see a normal drop during 
summer due to vacations.  
 

G. Committee Reports  
1. Finance--Checking Account = 

$10,648.87 (above the intended 
goal of $10,000). Income is up from 
this time last year but so are ex-
penses. The continued goal is to 
hold down expenses. Every month 
without a pastor is saving the 
church money. Pulpit supply ex-
penses are expected to be less. The 
Tech team will receive a pay in-
crease.  

 
2. Buildings and Grounds--Betty is con-
cerned about a leak in the swamp cool-
er in the bell tower. Finance Committee 
agreed to spend up to $500 to fix the 
leak. However, Sharon suggested that 
since the unit is so old that maybe it 
would be better to replace it during the 
repairs of the rotten platform. Betty will 
wait to find out what needs to be done 
before making a decision. Right now 
the water has been turned off, and only 
air is being blown. 
 
A Health Department Inspection oc-
curred on May 9. The Inspector cited 
the need for “Proper back flow preven-
tion...” Paperwork was sent to the 
plumber for an estimate.  
 
Richard Wonder mentioned that the 
gutter on Faith Hall would not need to 
be removed, but just keep the gutter 
clean as it is now. Doreen suggested 
that installing a leaf guard would keep 
out the debris and roof grit, so she will 
send Betty some information. 
 
Before the Fire Inspection July 1, Betty 
will have Cisco charge the fire extin-
guishers and date the tags; check the 
spring inside stove that turns on the 
sprinklers in case of fire; and drain the 
fire lines. 
 
All rooms need to be checked for any 
storage problems, capacity signs in the 
Sanctuary and Faith Hall, and that all 
exit signs are working. Betty said it 
should take less than an hour to check 

all storage rooms, so Judy will ask Tony 
and Greg to do a walk-through. 
 
The stage in Faith Hall is being finished 
with railings. 
 
Betty will be taking the computer out of 
the Pastor’s office to back up and up-
grade the operating system at no 
charge.  
 
3. History Report--Dick Dyer and Leslie 
Davis continue to provide articles to the 
Golden Nugget. Doreen will submit “A 
Brief History of Our Campus” expanded 
from the original Information Packet 
before revisions.  
 
4. Personnel Report--Sharon will work 
with Betty to create a Job Description. 
 
The next Session meeting is Wednes-
day, June 26 at 2:00 pm in CE3.  
 
Doreen Bass, Clerk of Session  
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Heritage Sunday 
Continued from Page 8 
 
After the Sabbath Service worship 
resumed in Faith Hall with a deli-
cious tri-tip feast for members and 
friends. Several church women pro-
vided impressive delicacies pre-
pared from historic recipes in The 
49ers Own Cookin’ Book. The cele-
bration remains vivid to many to-
day.  
 
Indeed to my Old Friend, Presbyter-
ians do enjoy opportunities to CEL-
EBRATE — always in His Name, at 
His Church. 
 
Dick Dyer 



TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 

Address Service Requested 

June 2024 Calendar 
 

Weekly Sunday worship service at 10 am, and: 
 

June 2, 11:30 am:  Buildings & Grounds in CE Room 3 

June 4, 10 am:  Prayer Group in CE Room 3 

June 5, 6 pm:  Community Dinner in Faith Hall 

June 6, 9:30 am:  Line Dancing in Faith Hall 

June 6, 11:00 am:  Lunch Bunch at Columbia Kate’s Teahouse 

June 9, 11:30 am:  Deacons Meeting in CE Room 3 

June 11, 10 am:  Prayer Group in CE Room 3 

June 13, 9:30 am:  Line Dancing in Faith Hall 

 

 
June 16:  Father’s Day 

June 16, 11:15 am:  Birthday/Anniversary Celebration in FH 

June 16, 1 - 3:30 pm:  Just Dance in Faith Hall 

June 18, 10 am:  Prayer Group in CE Room 3 

June 18, 1 pm:  Finance Committee in Office 

June 19, 2:30 pm:  Outreach/Missions in CE Room 3 

June 20, 9:30 am:  Line Dancing in Faith Hall 

June 25, 10:00 am:  Prayer Group in CE Room 3 

June 26, 2 pm:  Session Meeting in CE Room 3 

First Presbyterian Church 
11155 Jackson Street 
Columbia, CA 95310 

Cost-cutting Measure:  For those of you who receive 
this newsletter through the US mail, please consider a 
donation of $15 per year to cover printing and postage 
costs. Thanks! 


