
“Then the Lord said to 
Moses, ‘Go up this moun-
tain in the Abarim Range 
and see the land I have 
given the Israelites. After 
you have seen it, you too 
will be gathered to your 
people, as your brother 
Aaron was’…..Moses said to the Lord, 
‘May the Lord, the God who gives 
breath to all living things, appoint 
someone over this community to go out 
and come in before them, one who will 
lead them out and bring them in, so the 
Lord’s people will not be like sheep 
without a shepherd.’ So the Lord said to 
Moses, ‘Take Joshua son of Nun, a man 
in whom is the spirit of leadership, and 
lay your hand on him. Have him stand 
before Eleazar the priest and the entire 
assembly and commission him in their 
presence. Give him some of your au-
thority so the whole Israelite commu-
nity will obey him.’”  
Numbers 27:12-13, 15-20 
 
  
In preparation for my planned retire-
ment in December 2019, last month 
two consultants from ECO headquar-
ters came to work with the Session on 
succession planning, so that our con-
gregation can shift as smoothly as pos-
sible from one pastor to another. One 
of the things they helped the Session 
decide was how exactly the shift should  

take place. We learned that we have 
three basic options to choose from. As 
a Session, we chose the option called 
“overlapped start and stop.” With this 
option, the new pastor would come 
while I am still here. He/she would 
work with me for six months or less, 
depending on when he/she is available. 
I could make the learning curve easier, 
since I know you all and can pass on my 
information. And I could help ensure 
his/her successful acceptance by 
“giving him some of [my] authority” as 
Numbers puts it.     
  
Moses and Joshua overlapped for 40 
years. All through the desert journey, 
Joshua had been Moses’ assistant. He 
had helped Moses in responding both 
to God and to the people; and he had 
warrior skills, which Moses did not. 
When it came time for Moses to relin-
quish leadership, Joshua was there, 
trained and prepared, and ready to 
lead the people into the Promised 
Land. The people were never left like 
“sheep without a shepherd.”  
Numbers 27:17 

In the same way, I hope 
and pray that we will find  
a good successor soon, so 
that the two of us can 
overlap. You would have a 
“shepherd” you’re familiar 
with; congregational dis-
ruption should be minimal 

or nonexistent; and the successor 
would be likely to have a happy pastor-
ate here.  
  

Your Session is working hard, with 
many extra hours of meetings and extra 
tasks, to prepare for the election of a 
Pastor Nominating Committee, or PNC, 
(which you will vote on) and to gather 
information that the PNC will need 
when writing our church’s job descrip-
tion. Please keep the elders in your 
prayers. As things change, you’ll be told 
what’s happening. In fact, the congre-
gational meeting on June 3rd to elect 
deacons and elders will also include a 
succession update.   
  

So please keep on coming to church 
and inviting your friends. Participation 
is the best way you can make certain 
that our church will continue to grow. 
 
Yours in Christ,  
 
Pastor Janet 
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The First Presbyterian Church of  
Columbia (Church of the 49ers) exists 
to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 
We seek to do this through: 

WORSHIP—expressing our love for 
God directly to Him; 

NURTURE—studying and teaching 
God’s Word; 

FELLOWSHIP—direct association and 
involvement with other believers; 

OUTREACH—bringing the lost to a 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ; to be 
committed to Him, His church, and His 
work in the world. 
 

We will seek to fulfill this purpose in a 
way consistent with Scripture through 
the Spiritual Gifts in our church. We will 
strive to minister to the needs of ALL 
people while being committed to Jesus 
Christ, His church, and His work in the 
world. In all things we will seek to be a 
people of prayer, realizing our complete 
dependence upon God the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit. 

GOLDEN NUGGET 

STAFF 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

May 2018 Session Highlights 
Immediately following a Succession 
Planning Meeting, Session met on May 
23rd to conduct the following busi-
ness: 
 

 It was reported 83 were served 
Communion on May 6. 

 

 The Nominating Committee re-
ported that 4 Elders with expiring 
terms have re-upped. Still seeking 2 
new Deacons.  

 

 To assist the Deacons, a new policy 
was approved to allow Deacon As-
sistants.  

 

 There will be a Congregational 
Meeting on June 3rd to vote on the 
slate of Elders and Deacons. 

 

 Finance requested and Session ap-
proved to put the $25,000 Bisordi 
bequest into a 13-month CD. 

 

 In an effort to make certain Faith 
Hall is clean and ready for the next 
event, 2 motions were approved: 

 
 

 
 
 

 - A $100 refundable cleaning  
 deposit is now required for any 
 non-recurring church functions  
 (similar to outside renters). 
 

 - Church and outsider events   
 cannot be booked in Faith Hall 
 closer than 4 working hours apart. 
 

Results of an e-vote taken May 24:  
AAUW will be allowed to rent storage 
space in the Christian Education build-
ing for $50 per month. This non-profit 
organization rents Faith Hall every De-
cember for its Home Tour, Tea & Bou-
tique event, and needs storage space 
for all the Christmas trees and other 
decorations/supplies. 
 

The next regular meeting of the Ses-
sion is scheduled for June 27 in the 
Ramont Room, and members are wel-
come to attend. Meetings typically 
begin at 2 pm on fourth Wednesdays 
(a recent change), but it’s a good idea 
to contact the church office to get the 
start time. 
 

By Leslie Davis for  
Co-Clerk Diane Brandt 

 

CHURCH FINANCIAL SUMMARY  
January 1 through April 30, 2018 

(exclusive of other income/expense) 

     Budget       Actual          Difference 
                over/<under> 
 

Income     $79,417      $74,748       <$4,669>     

 
Expense    $81,186      $74,288       <$6,898> 

*Net Ordinary Income as of April 30:  $460.00 

*Checking Acct. Balance as of April 30: $14,303.35   

Mortgage Balance as of April 30:  $116,321.86 

April 2018 Mortgage Payment:  $16,860.77 

*Numbers exclusive of one-time donation of 
$15,300 to be used to reduce the mortgage  
balance. 

In the News 

 The May 2nd issue of the Sierra 
Lodestar included a feature arti-
cle on the Mother Lode Bonsai 
Club, and both Joan Scroggs and 
Doug Lau were quoted (and 
pictured) in the article, found 
through this link:  http://

www.calaverasenterprise.com/
special/sierra_lodestar/
page_77878352-a303-5dc5-

8097-8f932ab254bb.html.  
If you’re curious about bonsai, 
check it out! 

Send your articles and Family 
News items for the July 2018 
issue of the Golden Nugget by 
June 25th to Leslie Davis at  
davisgold@gmail.com or call  
her at 532-6604. 

http://www.calaverasenterprise.com/special/sierra_lodestar/page_77878352-a303-5dc5-8097-8f932ab254bb.html
http://www.calaverasenterprise.com/special/sierra_lodestar/page_77878352-a303-5dc5-8097-8f932ab254bb.html
http://www.calaverasenterprise.com/special/sierra_lodestar/page_77878352-a303-5dc5-8097-8f932ab254bb.html
http://www.calaverasenterprise.com/special/sierra_lodestar/page_77878352-a303-5dc5-8097-8f932ab254bb.html
http://www.calaverasenterprise.com/special/sierra_lodestar/page_77878352-a303-5dc5-8097-8f932ab254bb.html


June 5   Kim Lertora 

June 10  Pirkko Dyer 

June 12  Ben LeVine 

June 12  Ben Wright      

June 17  Jim Brandt  

June 17  Leslie Davis    

June 18  Doug Lau           

June 18  Sharon Richardson 

June 27   Helen Johnson 

June 29  Sharon Poff 

June 30  Richie Lertora 

June 30  Jeff Warren 
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June 
Birthdays 

 

Happy birthday to you, 
Happy birthday to you. 
May the Lord bless you 

And keep you, 
Your whole life through. 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

Jeff & Shelly Goularte 
 30 years on June 4 

 

Ed & Kathy Sudduth 
9 years on June 12 

 

Tony & Kim Lertora 
26 years on June 13 

 

Roger & Judy Haughton 
48 years on June 20 

Deborah Handy, Parish Nurse,  
will provide free Blood Pressure 
Checks on Sunday, June 10, fol-
lowing worship, right inside the 
door in Faith Hall. 

Parish                 

Nursing 

Grieving   
Frank Hobson and other family mem-
bers and friends of Betty Hobson, who 
died April 26th at the age of 81. Betty 
and Frank used to work in the kitchen 
preparing the annual Thanksgiving com-
munity dinner.  

 
Congratulations, 
Students! 

Proud grandparents Pirkko and Dick 
Dyer announced their granddaughter 
Kaarina Thompson is graduating from 
Sonora High School as a four-year 
honor roll  student, as well as four-year 
varsity athlete (cross-country and track 
long distance events). The Sonora 
Branch of AAUW recently awarded a 
scholarship to Kaarina as she attends 
Columbia College next year. Then she 
plans to transfer to a UC school with a 
goal of becoming a physical therapist. 
Pirkko added that granddaughter 
“Sophomore Kristiina Thompson again  
made the top honors list and com-
pleted her second year as a varsity 
runner” at Sonora High. 
 
Shelly and Jeff Goularte’s son Weston 
Goularte is graduating from Sonora 
High School. Shelly said “Weston is his 
class' Salutatorian! A difference of 

3/100 of one percent for GPA between 
Valedictorian and Salutatorian. We are 
so proud! Weston has completed his 
entire elementary and high school edu-
cation with his lowest grade being an A 
minus.” Weston chose to attend UC 
Irvine - “because he would like to be an 
engineer and work for Disney!”  
 
Graduating from Columbia Elementary 
School this month: 
 

Kathi Lewis’ grandson, Asher Mahnke, 
and Nora Neves’ granddaughter, 
Brynna Neves. Nora added, “Brynna 
will lead the flag salute, speak briefly, 
and introduce the next speakers during 
the Columbia El graduation ceremony 
on June 6th.   
 
Kathi Lewis also reported that her two  
younger grandsons, Gabriel and Wesley 
Mahnke, are both on the honor roll at 
Columbia El. The last day of school is 
June 6th, when Gabriel completes the 
5th grade and Wesley the 1st grade. 
 
Best wishes go to Carol Kent, who will 
officially retire on June 8th, after teach-
ing the past 20 years at Columbia Ele-
mentary School. She said, “Before that  
I was a technical writer and a spec 
writer. I had planned to work two more 
years but need the time for my Dad. 

More Youth News 
May was a busy month for our youth:  Asher 
Mahnke (grandson of Kathi Lewis) and Neveah 
O’Dea (granddaughter of Nora Neves) both 
appeared in the recent Columbia El Spring 
drama production. 

And Gabriel Mahnke and Brynna Neves (other grandchildren of Kathi Lewis and 
Nora Neves respectively) both played the trumpet in the Columbia El Marching 
Band featured in Sonora’s Mother Lode Roundup Parade.  



 

There will be a congregational meet-
ing after church on June 3. The pur-
pose will be to elect deacons and  
elders, and get an update on the  
Session’s progress on succession 
planning. The meeting won’t be 
long, because there’s lunch and a 
Hootenanny after church! 
 

Pastor Lee is scheduled to have his 
knee replaced on June 11th.  After 
the surgery, he may need to go to 
Avalon for two weeks of healing and 
rehab.  Please pray for him. May the 
surgery go well, may his pain be re-
lieved, and may he heal quickly from 
the surgery. 
 

Pastor Janet 
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There are times when we feel that God is unconcerned with 
our plight. Even times when we feel He may even be working 
against us and (let’s think about this prior to forming a final 
judgment) sometimes we are right! In the seventeenth chap-
ter of Acts, 26-28, Paul gives the Athenians the news that 
every single thing in the lives of individuals and nations is 
orchestrated with this very objective ‘that the people might 
seek God.’  
 

I’m sure, at this moment, this revelation needs some reflec-
tion. We are used to the concept that the movements in his-
tory and the movements in our individual lives are imper-
sonal and possibly even arbitrary. But, think about this, the 
God who records the fall of every sparrow, certainly the 

movements and thoughts of our lives are Divinely orches-
trated to bring about our redemption. The days of our lives 
were ordered and numbered before we were born. (Psalm 
139;16). Our understanding? “The ways of His redemption 
are frequently fearful.” 
 
“Do you really care for me, God? Can I really trust you whom 
I have never seen? Can it be that Your glory and our well-
being are a part of the same script? 
 
If only we could come to understand His heart more 
clearly…….Something to be said for Creature and Creator 
dialogue!!      
       

Pastor Lee 

Upcoming 

 Sermons 
 

June 3 

Communion 
Matthew 5:9, 21-24; 

1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1 
“Conflict as Opportunity” 
Pastor Janet preaching 

 

June 10  
Luke 10:1-20; John 17:6-19 

“God’s Mission to Your Community” 
Rev. Grant Goble preaching 

(pulpit exchange between our 
church and Orestimba Presbyterian) 

 

June 17 
Father’s Day 

Matthew 7:1-5; Philippians 4:2-9 
“Log Removal” 

Pastor Janet preaching 
 

June 24 
James 3:1-12; Psalm 51 

“Repenting for Real” 
Pastor Janet preaching 

  
Listen to scripture readings  

and sermons on our website  
at www.49erchurch.org. 

From Pastor Lee... 

Announcements 

 

All men are invited to meet up for a no-host  
breakfast on Saturday, June 9, at 8:00 am at 

Brooks Ranch Restaurant on Mono Way in Sonora.  
 

Contact Pastor Lee Warford at  
925-470-9953 for more information. 

Men’s Breakfast  
Fellowship 

“To respond to life with patience suggests some level  
of trust, an admission that while we may not know 

the future, we know the one who holds the future.” 
 

Jay Sidebotham, Associate Rector,  
St. James’ Parish, Wilmington, North Carolina 
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Presbyterian Women 
 

June 7:  The final PW General Meeting of 
the year begins at 11 am in the Lower 
Sanctuary. We’ll discuss plans for next 
year, enjoy a potluck lunch together, and   
review Chapter 9 of our Bible study. 
 
PW will take the summer off, and re-
sume meetings and Bible studies in 
September. 
 

Gwen Harris, PW Moderator 

...a sing-along of favorite popular songs 

from the 50s-60s-70s led by professional 

musician Alex Kash inside Faith Hall.  

A free will offering will be taken to  

offset expenses.  
 

We’ll enjoy a simple lunch together 

right after worship and the congrega-

tional meeting, and then welcome  

our neighbors in for the Hootenanny − 

featuring hot popcorn this time! This is a 

community outreach event organized 

by the Fellowship Committee.  

Learn about community resources and 
programs that benefit the age 50 and 
over residents of Tuolumne County, as 
well as volunteer and activity opportu-
nities and health, fitness and much 
more at this year’s Senior Expo. It’s on 
Thursday, June 7, 10 am to 3 pm, at 
the Mother Lode Fairgrounds.  
Admission is free.  
 

Members of our church’s Welcome & 
Evangelism Committee will have a 

booth at the Senior Expo for the first 
time − to meet people and explain the 
links between health and faith, and in-
vite them to worship and Community 
Dinners at the Church of the 49ers. 
 

We encourage you to attend the Senior 
Expo and come by to say hello.  
 

Gary Davis,  
Welcome & Evangelism Chair 

Friends & Neighbors Senior Expo 
“Community Resources for 50 & Beyond” 

On May 6th before the Community 
Dinner was served, we honored 
and thanked Helen Johnson for her 
dedicated Christian service to the 
community.   
 

In the Spring of 2004 Helen, with 
assistance from Gwen Jenson and 
Kay Burns, started cooking and 
serving dinner for our neighbors -- 
on Tuesdays in Faith Hall. Known as 
an excellent cook, Helen felt called 
by God to feed the hungry and 
lonely people in Columbia. Initially 
meals were served every Tuesday 
at 6 pm in Faith Hall, and also 
bagged meals were taken to down-
town Sonora for the hungry there. 
Many congregation members 
helped with this ministry each year 
from September to May, and sum-
mers were taken off. In 2009 we 
learned that the Red Church was 
also feeding people on Tuesdays, 
and so the Church of the 49ers 
switched its community dinners 
to Mondays. And in 2012 we 
discontinued delivering meals 
to downtown Sonora, as other 
groups had also begun feeding 
people in Courthouse Square 
Park. Though Helen had to re-
sign from being the chief shop-
per, cook and volunteer organ-
izer about 2012 to take care of 
her husband Ray, the Commu-
nity Dinner Program has been  

successfully managed by other vol-
unteers ever since. Between 50 and 
100 people are fed each Monday 
evening, and this is our third year 
serving meals year-round. Even Co-
lumbia College culinary students 
have been involved! We have also 
received 2 grants from the Sonora 
Area Foundation to help pay for 
this ministry. 
 

Helen was interviewed May 6th by 
Leslie Davis about her service to 
the community and everyone ap-
plauded Helen for her Christian 
example and dedication. Gwen 
Jenson attended also, and she and 
Helen were able to reconnect after 
not seeing each other for many 
years. 
 

If you have not yet dined with us on 
a Monday evening, come on down. 
Helen’s legacy lives on!  
 

Happy 97th birthday, Helen!  

Our first Hootenanny in September 2017 

Honoring Helen Johnson 

Helen Johnson and Gwen Jenson 
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Enjoy a short stack for a tall cause!  
 

It’s an Applebee’s Flapjack Pancake Fundraiser Breakfast  
to support Interfaith Community Social Services (ICSS) and you’re 
invited! 
 

Saturday, June 23, 8 to 10 am           Donation $7 per person 
Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & Bar 
851 Sanguinetti Road, Sonora 
 

100% of the proceeds will be donated to Interfaith -- for purchasing 
food and other supplies to stock the shelves at Interfaith. Interfaith 
is a community service organization founded in 1988, which is 
owned and operated by 15 member 
churches (including the Church of the 
49ers!) and staffed by nearly 250 volun-
teers. Food, clothing and personal ser-
vices are now provided to more than 
700 Tuolumne County families every 
month.  
  
Vi Morgado has tickets available (532-4358), or you may purchase 
them at the door. She also will be one of the servers that morning. 
Let’s fill a few booths at Applebee’s on June 23rd! Anytime between 
8 and 10 am! 
 

Vi Morgado, Interfaith Liaison 

Line Dancing   
 

Carolyn Sylva teaches a fun,  
FREE Line Dancing Class on 
Wednesdays from 9:30 to 10:30 
in Faith Hall, and all are welcome.   
 

If you’re looking for a fun way to exercise, come 
on down to Faith Hall and join us. And bring 
your friends too!  

Community Bible Study  
of Tuolumne County 

invites you to come see  
what God is doing! 

 

3 exciting new studies are  
beginning September 11.  

 
“Christian Leadership”             

 1st and 2nd Timothy and Titus 
 

“Christian Living” 
      Philemon, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, Jude 

 

“Colossians” 

 
Community Bible Study (CBS) meets on  

Tuesdays 9:30 to 11:30 am  
at Calvary Chapel of Sonora 

19889 Soulsbyville Road, Soulsbyville 
 

Contact Nora Neves at 588-9876  
for more information. 

49er Choir News 
 

Come sing with the Summer 
Choir! We know many of you love 
to sing . . . we can hear you during 
our services!  Just come to church 
an hour early and sing with the 
choir on any of those first and third 
Sundays, beginning June 17. We 
don’t have Wednesday rehearsals 
over the summer, and we sing a 
familiar hymn 
for the an-
them.  Join 
us!  Come once 
or twice or 
more. That’s 
June 17,  July 1 
and 15, and 
August 5 and 
19.  
 
 
 

 

Helen Johnson sang soprano in the 
49er Choir for many, many years, 
but had to step down about six 
months ago. On May 4th the 49er 
Choir made a special visit to Helen’s 
home to visit with and sing hymns 
to her. Actually, Helen sang right 
along with us! 
 

Barbara Broad,  
Choir Director 

June 17th is Father’s Day. 
It’s also time for our 
church’s annual tradition  
of serving pie a la mode 
during Fellowship Time. 
 

 Two homemade pies have 
been promised so far − if 
you would like to bring a 
pie too, please let us know 

so your Fellowship Committee can be prepared. 
 

Contact Leslie at 532-6604 with your pie information. 
And if you can help serve the pie and ice cream, or 
clean up, all the better! 
 

Leslie Davis, Fellowship Committee Chair 

 

 



News from Allen Graham,  
Missionary 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Church of the 49ers family,  
 
I look forward to being with you in mid-
June to share a brief update on the 
ministry here. THANKS for your faithful 
partnership in the ministry. 
 
In December, I told you about one of 
our media partners who has a dream to 
expand their broadcasts to five more 
cities in their country of 80 million peo-
ple. I said they were raising funds to 
install a new station in a city of nearly 
800,000 inhabitants, plus an estimated 
200,000 refugees in the area. I received 
word two weeks ago that all the funds 
have come in and they are now moving 
ahead with the installation. Let us re-
joice with them! 
 
This same partner shares this story 
about how God is using their radio 
broadcasts: 

 
 
 

A woman was on her 
way to the hospital to 
have an abortion per-
formed. While in the 
taxi, she heard our Hand 
of Hope radio theater 
program that was about 
abortion. “Turn it up” 
she said to the driver. 
She listened through the 
program and told the 
taxi driver to take her 
back where he picked 
her up. She decided not 
to have the abortion 
while seated in the taxi in front of the 
hospital. She wrote the following in an 
email to the station: “You showed me 
that abortion was murder, you saved 
the life of my daughter, thank you.” 
 
There is still an urgent need for believ-
ers to produce programs for one of the 
minority language groups in a creative 
access country in our region. Please 
keep praying for this. 

Finally, one of our com-
munity development 
partners wrote with this 
encouraging report: 
 
In the fall of 2016, we 
built a reservoir to col-
lect spring water in a 
very remote village in 
the mountains. A be-
liever from another vil-
lage down the road led 
the project and shared 
the Gospel with people 
in the village while he 
was working there. As a 
result, a man and his 
wife believed and are 

now meeting with the other family for 
worship and Bible study. 
 
Join our team in thanking God for what 
He is doing through community devel-
opment projects as well as media to 
reach those who need to know His Son, 
Jesus Christ. 
 

See you soon! 
 

Allen 

Mission Committee 
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Because of God’s grace and the gener-
osity of our members, the Mission 
Committee has been able to support 
many worthwhile causes. We faithfully 
pray for those in need. In addition to 
the Life Hope Clinic, and the Veteran’s 
Relief Fund, we transferred money to 
the Helen Johnson Community Dinner 
Program. One of the values of our 
church is that we are a strong and com-
passionate member of the community 
by providing for the spiritual and physi-
cal needs of our neighbors, especially 
the disadvantaged, abused and power-
less. It is important that we protect and 
grow the Helen Johnson Community 
Dinner Program including support of 
Spiritual Roads as an integral part of 

our missions outreach. Why not visit 
one of our Monday night dinners and 
see first hand how important they are 
to our church? As Pastor Lee has said 
it’s how “…we reveal Christ to the com-
munity.” We thank all of the volunteers 
and contributors to our dinners for 
their faith in our missions outreach. 
The dinners are such an important part 
of the love our church extends to oth-
ers in the community. 
 
Several members of our committee 
attended a luncheon at Grandma’s 
House to learn more about volunteer 
opportunities. Gary and Leslie Davis 
have applied to help out with the chil-
dren. Judy Haughton has applications if 
anyone else would like to volunteer. 
 

On June 17, Allen Graham will be at 
church and we will present him with a 
check to further the work he is doing in 
the name of the Lord, who has gra-
ciously opened doors and expanded 
opportunities. 
 
The Mission Committee would also like 
to thank Leslie Davis for her faithful-
ness in compiling the Golden Nugget 
every month. 
 
Our next scheduled meeting will be 
June 19 at 3:00 pm. New members are 
always welcome. 
 

Judy and Roger Haughton,  
Mission Committee Co-chairs 
 

 

Clean Water Project 



John and Ellen Brodt 
 

Part Two of Two 
 

By Dick Dyer 
 

In the May Golden Nugget, the article 
about John and Ellen Brodt began with 
their childhoods in the East. Later, it fo-
cused on recently discovered gold rush 
Columbia. Missionaries from the East 
were the first to reach Central California 
during 1848; the Brodts arrived in the 
mid-1850s. Rev. Brodt was among the 
organizers of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Columbia in 1854. At an organ-
izational meeting “... it was resolved that 
the Society assume the support of Rev. 
John Henry Brodt as their pastor.”  
However, after only a few months, Rev. 
Brodt’s frail health prompted him to re-
sign. 
 

Columbia, after the pioneer years, was 
unmistakably transformed from a coarse 
and disorderly mining camp into a more 
peaceful and refined community of 
about 5,000 residents. The rustic camp 
had taken on an “air of permanence” 
with more than sixty respectable homes, 
successful ranches and even several at-
tractive gardens. As the town prospered, 
it came to be known as “The Gem of the 
Southern Mines,” comparable in many 
respects to nearby Sonora. On Sunday, 
December 24, 1854, Clementine Brainard 
wrote in her diary, “The new Presbyte-
rian minister [Rev. Brodt] preached.  

 
This was his first Sabbath since he was 
hired, he is liked much.” 
 
As the Presbyterian congregation in-
creased, the members were honored to 
know that they were Columbia’s largest 
worshiping denomination. Nevertheless, 
regardless of the achievements and 
popularity, Rev. Brodt’s persistent “sore 
throat” (malignant strep throat?)  
restricted his preaching. He required 
relief; on September 30, 1855 he ac-
cepted a less stressful position in San 
Francisco as editor of “The Pacific,” a 
Christian newspaper. Several years 
thereafter, he and pregnant Ellen re-
turned to Columbia,  although for only a 
few months. It was a time of many bless-

ings−family, community 
friends, associate Lauren-
tine Hamilton, the former 
church. 
 
Rev. and Mrs. Hamilton 
had reached Columbia in 
1855 after traveling by 
stagecoach from San 
Francisco. During visits 
with their new friends, 
they were introduced as 
being “very pleasant  
people.”  
 

On October 1, 1855, Rev. Hamilton re-
placed Rev. Brodt as pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Columbia. Rev. 
Brodt had recommended his appoint-
ment without reservations as his succes-
sor. Clementine Brainard wrote in her 
diary (October 6, 1855), she “...liked him 
very well...hope he will be a profitable 
preacher for this place.” Later in Colum-
bia the two ministers revived their per-
sonal and 
professional 
relationship 
at the aging 
church. They 
must have 
discussed the 
imminent 
need for a 
more suitable 
sanctuary, 
however the 
construction 
of a rehabili-
tated church would be delayed until 
1864 during Rev. William Martin’s pas-
toral leadership.  
 
After two months, the Brodts returned 
to San Francisco where daughter Carrie 
was born. Ellen’s memoirs reveal her 
disappointment with San Francisco. She 
wrote, it was a “... small, crude, very un-
attractive town full of sand and fleas.” 
Nevertheless, after a year of recupera-
tion, Rev. Brodt’s health improved, but 
only temporarily. As it happened, Ellen 
was comforted when the family moved 
to a pastorate in Petaluma. Again, the 
years were not the best for them at their 
new church. A severe drought and sub-
sequent crop failure in the neighborhood 
led to termination of Rev. Brodt’s mod-
est salary.  
 
They sold their house and moved to 
Marysville after Rev. Brodt was selected 
as pastor of a local church. Unfortu-
nately, their situation was still beset with 
misfortunes. Dreaded diphtheria became 
endemic in the area; both of their sons 
perished.  
 

Continued on Page 9 
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South Presbyterian Church, circa 1855 

Rev. Laurentine Hamilton 

Our first sanctuary (purchased from the Methodist Church 
South) is marked by a white arrow in this 1855 sketch of 

Columbia. Steeple in lft. center is Methodist Church North.  

 



Brodts 
Continued from Page 8 
 

At the same time, the Civil War severely 
divided communities even in distant 
Marysville. Rev. Brodt’s support of the 
Union was offensive to local Confederate 
sympathizers. As local violence in-
creased, the Brodts decided to return to 
New York. They left Marysville and re-
turned to San Francisco. In the mean-
time, Rev. Brodt accepted a temporary 
pastorate; he, as so often in other 
churches, was declared “very popular”--a 
pleasing preacher with exceptional Bible 
readings and hymns. (Recall in Colos-
sians, Apostle Paul wrote, “...teaching of 
the Word and singing of hymns are the 
main events...” leading to Christian 
growth.) Eventually, the Civil War ended. 
The Brodts decided it was time to “go 
home.” 

On December 3, 1865 after twelve years 
in California, they left San Francisco, ar-
riving in New York after a three-week 
voyage and trip across the Isthmus of 
Panama. As so often in the past, their 
return was a time of mixed feelings− 
many old family friends, “pretty homes,” 
new churches, but always the painful 
challenges for the family. Rev. Brodt’s 
salary ranged from “inadequate” to 
“comfortable.” However, the health of 
their children concerned the parents−an 
infant died and another continued to 
struggle with paralysis of her left leg. 
 

The Brodt story is almost at an end. As 
we have noticed, it began in the East, 
continued in the West, and resumed 
where it had begun in the East. Pastor 
Brodt’s aggravated throat condition and 
overall health continued to interfere 
with his ministry; he retired in 1872.  
 

While living in Dansville, New York, John 
Henry Brodt died September 8, 1875−his 
“life peacefully left his aching body.” He 
was fifty-two years of age. While a pas-
tor he was acclaimed for a “clear, full 
voice,” superior Bible readings and en-
thusiastic extemporaneous speaking. 
Ellen, the devoted wife, beloved mother 
of six, died October 11, 1922 in Dansville, 
New York. She had been healthy and 
alert almost throughout her eighty-eight 
years, frequently tending her garden. 
Daughter Ellen observed, “No one loved 
flowers more than Mother....” (I am re-
minded that in Scotland Rev. William 
Barclay wrote, regarding the death of 
Jesus, “...one flower in life is worth all  
the wreaths in death.”) 
 

End of Part Two 
By Dick Dyer  
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Oral History Series #OH 2017.12.08 
Adapted from an interview with members Royce and Marge Rickman (identified as RR and MR), by 
Dick Dyer (DD).  The Rickmans were active members back in the 1970s and 80s, and came back to 
our church family in 2017. Marge frequently plays preludes on the organ before our worship services. 

DD  Marge, where were you brought up? 

MR  Minnesota, Minnesota, you betcha. 

DD  And did you go to school there? 

MR  Yes, a little country school, all eight 
grades in two rooms. And then we trav-
eled 50 miles on a school bus for high 
school. Seems like we were always riding 
the bus. Brainerd, Minnesota was the high 
school. 

DD  And where did the two of you meet? 

RR  San Francisco, at a church, wouldn’t 
you know? − at a young people’s meeting 
in 1946. I was stationed at the Alameda 
Naval Air Station during World War II 
[after growing up in Missouri]. And I had, I 
guess I would call her a shirt-tail relative, 
she was the sister of one of my sisters-in-
law. And of course, a service man has to 
go somewhere in the family for familiarity. 
On my liberties I would go over and visit 

with this young lady − only she wasn’t 
young then, somewhere in her mid-40s at 
that time. She immediately said, “There’s 
someone for that tall girl in our young 
people’s group at church.” So, she made 
sure we got acquainted, and so we did. 

DD  So it was an arranged marriage, then? 

RR  Well, it was an arranged meeting, 
and we had plenty of help along the way. 
It took 18 months, or there about, before 
we tied the loop. 

DD  So Marge wasn’t that smitten with you? 

RR  Not really, not really. 

DD   You want to say something, Marge? 

MR   Well, I was 17 when we met, and I 
had been raised in a country location, we 
were two miles from everything. I had no 
bicycle or anything. I wanted to live, I 
wanted to do things. We got to San Fran-
cisco because of my dad, who was a plas-

terer in Minnesota. During the war years 
there were no big constructions, and so 
they drove to San Francisco’s Hunters 
Point so he could work in the shipyard as 
an electrician. I felt like I had been let out 
of jail! I could go anywhere in the city. I 
went to work at a bakery - Foster’s Bakery 
- I had my senior year in high school here 
at Balboa High School, and our youth 
group there knew no limits, I mean we did 
things. I wasn’t ready to settle down, you 
know. No marriage for me, kiddo! 

RR I should add, at that time it was safe 
to go anywhere. The young people’s group 
in that church, we traveled by local bus 
everywhere, across town and up to the 
[Golden Gate] Park, completely different 
from San Francisco today. It was secure 
and no one worried about things. It was a 
beautiful place to live at that time. 

Adapted for The Golden Nugget  
by Bob Rogers 

Country Girl Meets Country Boy (In the Big City) 

 



TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 

 

      First Presbyterian Church 

     “Church of the 49ers” 

     11155 Jackson Street 

     Columbia, CA 95310 

Address Service Requested 

  1 49er Choir Rehearsal 10:30 am in SNR 

  3 Worship 10 am, 49er Choir sings; Congregational Meeting;
   Lunch in FH, then Hootenanny 12:30 pm  

  4 Community Dinner 6 pm in FH; Spiritual Roads in LS 

  6 Line Dancing 9:30 am in FH; Elders’ Succession Planning  
   Meeting 1 pm in LS; Columbia Elementary School gradua- 
   tion 6 pm 

  7 Senior Expo at Mother Lode Fairgrounds 10 am to 3 pm;  
   PW General Meeting, Potluck and Bible Study 11 am in LS 

  9 Men’s Breakfast Fellowship 8 am at Brooks Ranch; Habitat 
   for Humanity blessing for 2 new families 10:30 am 

10 Worship 10 am; Blood Pressure Checks following worship  
in FH; Deacons meeting 11:30 am in FH 

11 Buildings & Grounds 10 am in RR; Community Dinner 6 pm 
in FH; Spiritual Roads in LS 

13 Line Dancing 9:30 am in FH 

17 Father’s Day.  Worship 10 am; Pie a la Mode in FH; “Just  
   Dance” 1 - 4 pm in FH 

18 Community Dinner 6 pm    

19 Finance Committee 1 pm in Office; Mission Committee      
   3 pm in LS 

20 Line Dancing 9:30 am in FH; Elders’ Succession Planning  
   Meeting 2 pm in LS  

23 Applebee’s Flapjack Pancake Fundraiser for Interfaith:    
8 to 10 am at Applebee’s 

24 Worship 10 am, Country Western Sunday 

25 Community Dinner 6 pm in FH; Spiritual Roads in LS 

26 Welcome & Evangelism 1 pm in RR 

27 Session meeting 2 pm in RR 

      

   

  Sunday meetings begin 30 minutes after worship ends 
  RR = Ramont Room     FH = Faith Hall     CE1 = Christian Ed Bldg 
  SNR = Sadie Nicholls Room     LS = Lower Sanctuary (basement) 

Mondays 
6 pm — Community Dinner served in Faith Hall. All welcome. 

Tuesdays 
9 am — Intercessory Prayer in Pastor Janet’s Office 

Cost-cutting Measure:  For those of you who receive this 
newsletter through the US mail, please consider a donation  
of $15 per year to cover printing and postage costs. Thanks! 

June Calendar 

Sundays 10 am  Worship Service in Sanctuary, followed by Fellow-
ship Time in Faith Hall. Children’s Sunday School – Children are 
dismissed to Sunday School after the Children’s Moment in worship 
(2nd, 3rd, 4th Sundays). Nursery is available every Sunday. 


